Invasive Species Update #5

by Mary Reed

Portage Lake was treated for eurasian water milévim) on September ¥5and for phragmites
australis on September®52009. In a little over a year, the Onekama Comtyyrassed an Invasive
Species Resolution, a Phragmites Ordinance ancefbarSpecial Assessment district to fund a 5 year
management plan for treating non-native invasiami$pecies. Four community education programs,
and three public hearings were held. There wasreodstration project, fair exhibit and information
was posted on the Onekama website.

162 acres of ewm were treated by Professional Mekeagement and we should begin to see the
results of these treatments this fall. We shouwldsee a large amount of weeds washing up on the
beach as a result of this treatment as most df¢laded weeds will die back over the winter. Dgrin
the treatment, there was a strong indication tleaalso have some hybridization of the milfoil. hi
will be confirmed with laboratory tests and futstgveys.

83 acres of phragmites were treated (both lakeshmiesolated non-lake sites) by Aquatic Services
Inc. You should begin to see the phragmites dithbyend of October. This is the natural time for
phragmites to die back, so we will not know thesefifveness of the treatment until next summer. To
cut or not to cut, is the question. Based on Aguaérvices’ recommendation, it may not be necessary
and the stands of treated phragmites will be nyusaercome by new native growth. Others
recommend that you wait at least 2 weeks aftetrtreat and cut. The best time to cut is when tlile so
is frozen so you do not disturb the soil. Disposemperly, preferably stack and burn on siteedse
heads should be bagged. We will monitor for newwinahroughout spring and summer and plan to
treat again next fall..

The lake will be resurveyed this fall and in theisg to determine the success of the treatmenis. A
AVAS survey map to determine the treatment plar2fitO will be done in the spring. The eurasian
water milfoil will be treated again in the springtlhwvfollow up treatments as necessary during the
summer and fall. The phragmites will be treateaimagn the fall of 2010. The tentative treatment
dates for next year will be determined after tres®weys are done and property owners will be reatifi
as soon as dates are confirmed.

The lake management plan also includes the callecti several water quality monitoring points. In
addition to collecting data on the lake, we alslbected baseline data on the storm drains and 6



tributaries that empty into the lake. Resultshaf work that was done this year will be postedhan t
onekama.info website.

The development and implementation of this Lake &gment Plan was the result of many months of
planning by the Invasive Species Committee, Onekdownship Board, Portage Lake Watershed
Forever, Portage Lake Association, Portage Lakel&@aClub, Jr. Clio Club and the Onekama Village
Board coupled with outstanding support from the llemmmunity. Our united efforts to combat these
invasive plants is a showcase of community involeetrand support.



