
 

 

Village of Onekama Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

5283 Main Street, Onekama, MI 231-889-3171 
March 11, 2025 

 

Members present: Chair Chris Forth, Vice Chair Debby Storms and Tom Foster.  Also present: 

Mark Brusveen, Mickey Finan, members of the community. 

Meeting called to order at 6:02 p.m. 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented by Storms, seconded by Foster. All in favor, motion 

carried. 

Motion to approve the February 11th meeting minutes as presented by Foster, seconded by 

Storms. All in favor, motion carried. 

Public hearing opened at 6:05p.  

The purpose of the public hearing was to discuss amending the Ordinance to put in place an 

expiration date on Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) approved variances.  Chair Forth reported the 

industry standard for this is one year.  Communities in the area, including Onekama Township, 

have a one-year time frame in which an applicant is required to submit a land use plan to the 

county, get a permit, and commence construction.  With assistance from the Manistee County 

Planning Department, an amendment to section 9608 is proposed by adding paragraph B as 

described below:  

“No order of the Board, permitting the erection or alteration of buildings or structures, 

shall be valid for a period longer than one year unless a building permit for such erection or 

alteration is obtained within such period, and such erection or alteration is commenced 

and proceeds to a completion in accordance with the terms of such permit.” 

Mickey Finan asked if this decision would be retroactive or begin now.  Forth confirmed it would 

become effective upon approval by the Village Council.   

There being no more public comment, a motion to close the public hearing was offered by 

Storms, seconded by Foster.  All in favor, motion carried.  Public hearing was closed at 6:11 p.m. 

There being no further discussion a motion was offered by Storms, seconded by Foster, to 

recommend to the Village Council that Section 9608 of the Zoning Ordinance be amended to 

include paragraph B that establishes a one-year time limit on a decision by the ZBA.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 
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Old Business:  

Menhart site plan review for 4537 Main Street—  

Forth has been in discussion with the Manistee County Planning Department and it has been 

determined that the submitted site plans from Mr. Menhart are not ready for Planning 

Commission review and/or approval at this time.  This item was tabled for tonight’s meeting, 

and rescheduled for the May Planning Commission meeting.  The updated site plan will be 

posted prior to the meeting for the public’s review and comment.  

Public comment:  Neighboring property owner Mark Brusveen presented to the members 

several arguments why he is in opposition to the Menhart construction plan.  

Master Plan update— 

The Goals & Objectives section is now in draft form.  The consultants have met with a market 

analyst familiar with the Onekama area to determine what kind of land uses and goods and 

services this area could support.  That information is being added to the draft of the Master 

Plan, which is expected to be ready in April.  There will be a required public comment period 

after that prior to adoption.  

Public comment: none 

Motion to adjourn by Foster, seconded by Storms.   All in favor, motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m.  

Respectively submitted, 

 

Christopher Forth 
Planning Commission Chairman 
 

 

 


