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At 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 20, 2014, Vice Chairperson Mary Lou Millard 
opened the Onekama Village and Township Community Parks and Recreation 
Committee regular monthly meeting in the Onekama Township Hall in the absence of 
Co-Chairperson Jon Phillips.  Agendas were distributed.  Other Committee members 
present were Howard Hughes, co-chairperson; Tom Gerhardt, secretary-treasurer; 
Leann Burger; Roger Burger; Kevin Hughes; Sally Koon; Paul Mueller; and Mary Reed. 

 
Additions to the Agenda—Vice Chairperson Millard made an addition to the 
agenda. The Manistee County Park and Recreation Plan was added to the agenda 
under new business. 

 
Approval of the Minutes of October 16, 2014. Mueller moved that the 
minutes of the October 16, 2014, meeting be approved. Koon seconded the motion; 
the motion carried. 

 
Secretary-Treasurer’s Report—Secretary-Treasurer Gerhardt presented the 
financial report for the North Point Park Fund. Since he did not have the bank statement 
for September or October, he gave the balance on August 31, 2014, which was 
$18,826.76. Gerhardt said that the Township has not deposited the extra $1,000 for the 
well to the North Point Park Fund, which the Board voted at its May 6 meeting to 
accompany the $8,000 previously deposited, because there has yet to be a bill for any 
of the work. 

 
Millard will ask Township Treasurer LaVonne Beebe if she will retrieve the bank 
statements for September and October, and forward them to Gerhardt. 

 
Gerhardt said that Consumers Power was paid $442 from the North Point Park Fund for 
installation of the underground service for the well at North Point Park. The installation 
requires boring under the entrance road, so a permit from the Manistee County Road 
Commission is required, which Consumers is to obtain. The address for the meter at 
North Point Park is 8799 Greenway. Phillips had told Millard and Gerhardt that the well 
at the Park would not be drilled until spring as Consumers will not do trenching and 
drilling for wire under freezing conditions, unless an extra $3 per foot is paid. 

 
Gerhardt noted that $65 had been paid to Consumers for the pole connection at the 
M-DNR Launch Site to light the Pierhead Light. This amount was paid from the Pierhead 



Light Fund, which is a part of the General Fund 2014-2015 Budget for Recreation/Parks 
Activities, which only is reported every three months. The address for this meter is 8689 
West Fairway. 

 
The meter pedestals for these projects are to be installed soon. 

 
Tree Subcommittee—Mueller, chairperson of the Tree Subcommittee, reported 
that the Tree Subcommittee met on November 13. There is to be a walk-through visit at 
North Point Park with irrigation personnel early next week. There has been a 50 percent 
plus loss of trees and shrubs in the arboretum area of the Park. 

 
The Subcommittee is exploring the planting of larger trees, with larger planting holes 
that can be filled in with better soil. Herb Lenon is researching the purchase of the 
larger trees and obtaining information about them. The Arbor Day Celebration of the 
Subcommittee is to be Saturday, May 16, 2015, at North Point Park. This would be 
coordinated with the ordering of the larger trees. 

 
The Subcommittee looked at trees in Glen Park after the November 13 meeting and 
decided that eleven trees need to be cut near Fourth Avenue, which is a Village street. 
Millard said that the person who had inquired about doing this cutting wanted to be 
paid to do the work and was not interested in doing the work just for the wood. The 
Township has Jason Sievert do the tree cutting in Glen Park. Millard will inform the 
Township Board that the Tree Subcommittee recommends that these trees be cut down. 

 
Leann Burger said that she had been over in the Park recently and found that two trees 
are about to fall and three trees are down in the northwest section over the trail. 
Another tree at the campground fell right where the benches and fire pit are. This is six 
more trees, making seventeen trees needing to be cut down. 

 
Explore the Shores Subcommittee—Millard said that there had been a report 
that the score on the Langland Park grant application for funds from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund had scored favorably and is competitive. 
Gerhardt said that the MNRTF Board would announce the applications approved for 
funding on December 3. 

 
Portage Lake Watershed Forever—Reed reported that the annual meeting of 
the Portage Lake Watershed Forever would be held on Tuesday, November 25, at 7 p.m. 
in Farr Center. She also said that Susan Spencer, director of the Manistee Conservation 
District, and its forester, Josh Shields, will be introduced at the meeting. Shields is new to 
the Conservation District; Reed said that he will be a real asset to the District and a 
benefit to the community. 

 
Kevin Hughes said that there should be a forester managing the trees in Glen Park. 
There should be a plan for the trees there. Scott Erickson with MichiTree manages the 
forests that the School owns. He prepared the plan for the School, which Hughes will 
bring to the next meeting. 



Gerhardt said that other forests in the Township parks, such as Portage Wetlands Park, 
need managing in regard to the trees growing in these locations. 

 
Park Watchers—There were no reports. 

 
Pierhead Light—Millard said that the Pierhead Light dedication was on for July 5, 
2015, at 10 p.m. Gerhardt was told by Township Clerk Helen Mathieu that some more 
money had been donated to the Pierhead Light. 

 
County Park and Recreation Plan—A communication had been received from 
the Manistee County Planning Department regarding the rewriting of the Five-Year 
County Park and Recreation Plan, which is a cooperative process of the Planning 
Department and the Alliance for Economic Success. 

 
A member from the Onekama Village and Township Parks and Recreation is needed for 
the leadership team that is being formed. Reed agreed to be on the leadership team. 
This Plan is to be submitted to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund so that the 
County can apply for MNRTF grants in the future. 

 
Onekama Consolidated Schools—Kevin Hughes and Koon discussed the 
recent millage results for the bond proposals of the Onekama Consolidated Schools. 
Hughes expressed disappointment that the two proposals did not pass in the November 
4 General Election, although the margin improved over the first time these proposals 
were submitted to the voters last spring. In the first vote, those in favor were 30 percent 
of the voters at the polls; this fall, 40 percent of the voters at the polls were in favor. 
Hughes did in indicate that there was twice the voter turnout in this last election. 

 
Koon told the group that the School Board, of which she is president, has good 
members who will continue to work together. Hughes also mentioned that he had 
enrolled six new students this last week, which indicates that younger families are 
moving into the District. 

 
Update on the Onekama Village Park—Roger Burger, who was elected 
Village president, reported that he would take office this evening. The regular monthly 
third Wednesday evening meeting of the Onekama Village Council had to be moved 
to the third Thursday evening this month because Michigan State Law does not allow 
newly elected officials to be installed until November 20 this year. 

 
He said that the report that was planned for the proposed band pavilion would not be 
presented on Thursday. The change in meeting date had been published in advance. 
The Village Park dock for the boat launch has been removed. 

 
Portage Lake Association—Reed reported that the Portage Lake Association. 
Christmas in Onekama is Saturday, November 22, with events beginning at 10 a.m. and 
concluding with the Celebration of Lights tree lighting at 5:30 p.m. The Christmas 



decorations have not all been placed on the utility poles yet, as some of the poles 
themselves have been removed and replaced, which required placing the brackets for 
the decorations on the new poles. There has been good publicity for Christmas in 
Onekama. 

 
Next Meeting and Adjournment—The Parks and Recreation Committee 
meeting for November 20, 2014, adjourned at 8:50 a.m. The next regular meeting is on 
Thursday, January 15, 2015, at 8:00 a.m., in the Onekama Township Hall. Make note: if 
the Onekama School is closed for a snow day on the day of a meeting for the 
Parks and Recreation Committee, the Committee will not meet. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tom H. Gerhardt, Secretary-Treasurer 


