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Dear Friends:
 While Onekama was enmeshed in winter, your Portage Lake Association has not hibernated.
 The Portage Lake Association Board held a strategic planning retreat in January at the Portage 
Lake Covenant Bible Camp (thank you for being wonderful hosts!).  From discussions and goals set, 
we are proceeding with new initiatives and events.
 We are updating the Portage Lake Association website onekama.info.  It’s already a fabulous 
resource and the changes should simplify finding information you need.  Updates are also occurring 
at the Portage Lake Association Facebook Group.  And we will shortly launch our presence on Insta-
gram.  Thanks to Debby Major, Al Taylor and the rest of our communications committee!
 It’s time to begin or renew your Portage Lake Association membership.  You’ll find a form to-
wards the end of the newsletter or visit the website for online membership enrollment.  Your mem-
bership is an important part of funding our events and projects.
 And finally, it’s time for a party!  We’re eager to see you and our Onekama friends!  Mark your 
calendars for Friday, June 17th for a Summer Launch Party at the Canfield House on Portage Point 
Drive.  There will be hors d’oeuvres, interesting beverages and some truly extraordinary auction 
items.  
 Warm regards to all who cherish the Onekama area.  See you when it warms up!

Roz Jaffe
Portage Lake Association President

Have any great ideas or articles for the Newsletter?  Suggestions or comments?  
Ideas for a Person we should know?  

Contact the editor, Jean Capper via email at jmcmom@aol.com 
GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO THE PORTAGE LAKE ASSOCIATION (PLA) 
NEWSLETTER:
The newsletter is published quarterly.  The next deadline is June 10, 2022 for the July 2022 newsletter. 
Articles must be in Microsoft Word format. Name the file something that is readily understandable e.g., 
petunias 0320 (for March 2020)
Photos must be jpg format.  Name them the same as the file they are associated with (petunias 0320_1.jpg, 
petunias 0320_2.jpg. Action photos, close ups are preferable to still photos of groups
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Thoughts About Petunias and 
An Environmental Trend 
by Mary Jo McElroy, Portage Lake Garden Club
 As I sit in our warm and cozy home, my thoughts turn to the  
annual Petunia Parade which will be launched just two months from 
now. As you read this, Bob and Terri Schmidt, owners of Pleasanton 
Valley Greenhouses north of Bear Lake, are germinating thousands 
of tiny seeds which will become the lovely white, pink, and purplish 
blooms that Onekama and its visitors will enjoy this summer.
 As a member of the Portage Lake Garden Club, I support civic 
beautification as well as the environmental trend to bio diversify by 
using more native plants in our environment. I searched for “native 
petunias” and found that such a plant exists and is available from spe-
cialty nurseries. The botanical name is Ruellia humilis, but is more 
commonly known as Wild Petunia. Prairie Nursery in Wisconsin ad-
vises that Wild Petunia is a hummingbird favorite with trumpet-shaped 
lavender blooms that also attract long-tongued bees and butterflies. 
Seldom reaching more than one foot in height, it is an excellent com-
panion to other low-growing plants. Native to much of the eastern 
U.S., Wild Petunia prefers dry sandy locations such as rock gardens, 
but it will thrive in well-drained loam. It self-seeds readily and can 
hold its own when combined with larger aggressive plants. Ruellia hu-
milis is a host plant for caterpillars of the Common Buckeye butterfly. 
 Another favorite website on the topic is grownative.org which ad-
vises that this native perennial is a charming, low growing plant that 
produces light purple/lavender, tubular flowers from May to October. 
The flowers arise in groups at the leaf axis. The square stems and 
the leaves are both quite hairy -- a natural defense against dry condi-
tions. Full sun, hot dry conditions may seem harsh for this little plant, 
but it is tough! Part shade is tolerated, but with reduced flowering. 
Their suggestion is to try growing in a dry spot with afternoon sun 
and morning shade -- a 'different' situation for many other plants. Due 
to its size, be careful of ex-
uberant neighbors, Wild 
Petunia can be easily over-
come by larger neighbors.
 So, whether you prefer 
traditional petunias which 
you will see along Main 
Street this summer or you 
are following the trend 
to native plants, petunias 
have something to offer 
for your home or business 
landscape. Enjoy their 
beauty in 2022!

Thank You!
 Continuing thanks to Al Taylor, 
who has made it possible to watch 
Township Board and Planning Com-
mission meetings on Facebook Live.  It 
isn't quite as good as being there, but it 
does give access to many more people 
to see what is going on with our local 
government.  You can watch the meet-
ings live on Facebook by going to the 
1,-Onekama, Michigan page during the 
meeting or afterwards you can find the 
recording on Facebook at  1,-Oneka-
ma page https://www.facebook.com/
onekamami and the Portage Lake As-
sociation group https://www.facebook.
com/groups/147760669837  Thanks, 
Al, for making this happen!

Calling Arts & Crafts Vendors!
The PLA has a new online registration 
form for our 3 arts & crafts shows this 
year.  Check it out and sign up:
https://forms.gle/TxoUMAMJMz-
JvgNNx7
August 6 Onekama Days 
October 1 Fall Festival 
November 19 Christmas in Onekama
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 Near and Farr Friends will host 
Meteorologist  Joe Charlevoix on 
April 21 at 2:30pm
 Joe Charlevoix was born in Nor-
way, Michigan near Iron Mountain 
in the Upper Peninsula. Ever since 
he was a young child, he has been fascinated with 
the weather. When Joe was 3 or 4 years old, he was 
drawing weather maps with crayons and his eyes were 
glued to the television meteorologists, most notably at 
WLUC TV6 in Marquette.
 Since 2002, Joe has forecasted the weather from 
Traverse City for WPBN/WTOM TV 7&4.  In July 
2018 Joe moved to the evening shift and covers the 
5, 6 and 11 p.m. news along with filling in on sister 
station ABC 29&8. Joe also provides weather forecasts 
for WFCX-FM 94.3 and WFDX-FM 92.5 Music Ra-
dio the Fox FM covering most of northern Michigan.
By the way, Joe wants everyone to know his last name 
is "not made up" and really is Charlevoix. It's coinci-
dental there is a county, city, and lake with his name in 
the viewing area.
 This is a video he produced for the Manistee Coun-
ty Library in February about types of clouds and lake 
effect snow.  Worth a viewing of it before you attend 
this event on April 21st.
https://youtu.be/DldJbjLTs9U
 Joe Charlevoix said the struggle is real when it 
comes to predicting the weather for northern Michi-
gan, especially long-term forecasts.
 “We cover the largest area east of the Mississippi 
of any television station, from a geographical stand-
point,” Charlevoix said. “I have 26 counties to forecast 
for. It is a very diverse area to forecast, because you 
have Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, and Lake Superior 
all in play. And I have three minutes to tell all of the 
weather. It can be a bit of a challenge.”
 Bring your questions for Joe Charlevoix on Thurs-
day, April 21 at the Onekama Township Hall.  Program 
starts at 2:30 and seating is limited.  Face masks may 
be required dependent upon the status of the virus in-
fection rate at that time.  For updates on this presenta-
tion, send your email address to nearandfarrfriends@
gmail.com. 

Near and Farr Friends
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Art Wall Project
 Attention dog lovers! Oliver and Lucy are just a 
couple of the pieces ready for the Onekama’s “gone to 
the dogs” Community Art Wall Project.  Location east 
wall Yellow Dog Cafe garden.  
 Contact Nikki at Patina 312-909-0115 if you would 
like to participate.  

Onekama Athletic Boosters
 Onekama Athletic Boosters helps raise money for 
the sports programs in Onekama. We would like to en-
sure that every child has the opportunity to play sports 
and have the equipment needed. We also try to give 
back in the community.
Board Members September 1st 2021- August 31, 2022   
President - Tara Lyman tara_lyman27@hotmail.com
Vice President - Justin Sedelmaier
Treasurer - Amy Lyman
Secretary - Amber Sedelmaier
Trustee - Norah Benson
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P O R T A G E  L A K E  A S S O C I A T I O N ' S

SAVE THE DATE
F R I D A Y ,  J U N E  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  5 - 8 P M

C A N F I E L D  H O U S E
O N E K A M A

S U M M E R  L A U N C H  P A R T Y
Fun Food Drink

ONEKAMA 2022 EVENTS
Portage Lake Association “Summer 
Launch Party  Friday June 17th

Portage Lake Association presents
Concerts in the Park:   Monday 
evenings 7- 9pm.  June 27th, July 
4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, August 1st 
(includes Michael Trixx Magic 
Show),  8th, 15th.  

Onekama Block Party:  July 7th

Onekama Days:  August 5th - 8th
PLA events on Saturday, August 
6th:  Car Show, Craft Show, 
Beer Tasting, “Pig Out” Pig Roast 
for Onekama Students, Fireworks

Onekama Fall Festival  
Saturday, October 1st

Christmas in Onekama: 
Saturday, November 19th
Celebration of Lights:  
Sunday, November 20th

AND MORE INFO TO FOLLOW!

All events are subject to change.  
Please check for updates.
onekama.info 
Facebook:  1,Onekama or Portage 
Lake Association Group

Portage Lake Association is looking 
for volunteers.  Here are opportuni-
ties to do good, meet your neighbors 
and make Onekama fun and beauti-
ful.
PETUNIA PARADE:  May 24-25    
Planting preparation, planting, 
weeding 
CONCERTS IN THE PARK:  
Mondays from June 27 - August 
15th . Set-up, Bucket Brigade
ONEKAMA DAYS:  August 5-8    
Set-up & Break-down fencing &  
tables

ONEKAMA DAYS:  August 6
Crafts Show, Beer Tasting, Pig Roast  
FALL FESTIVAL:  October 1   
Set-up, kids’ games
CHRISTMAS IN ONEKAMA: 
November 19      
Set-up, Booth, Clean-up 

For more information, contact us at 
information@onekama.info or the 
Portage Lake Association Group on 
Facebook

Volunteers Needed:
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2022 Flower Show
Fun for the whole family!

 Amateur gardeners and photographers of all 
ages are invited to showcase their talents at a judged 
flower show this summer.  The Portage Lake Gar-
den Club is sponsoring a National Garden Club 
(NGC) Standard Flower Show on Thursday July 
28th. The show is free and open to the public from 
12:30 PM to 6 PM. It will be held at the Farr Cen-
ter, 5283 Main Street, Onekama, MI 49675. The 
theme is pollinators, and the show name is Give 
Bees A Chance!!
 The flower show has five divisions. Entries for 
the Horticulture, Photography and Youth divisions 
are open to any amateur. Entries for the Design and 
Artistic Crafts divisions are limited to members 
of garden clubs affiliated with Michigan Garden 
Clubs, Inc.
 Horticulture - Open to any amateur, this divi-
sion has several sections of cut flowers, non-flow-
ering specimens and container-grown plants.
 Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts - The photogra-
phy sections are open to any amateur.  The craft 
sections are open to Michigan Garden Club mem-
bers.
 Youth - Open to any amateur aged 3-12, this 
division has three age-appropriate sections.  On 
Wednesday, July 27 from 9am to Noon, Pleasanton Valley Green-
houses is hosting a free Flower Show workshop. Kids will create 
flower displays to be entered for competition the next day at the 
Flower Show.  The workshop is free and all materials are provided. 
Designs - Open to Michigan Garden Club members, this division 
includes table settings, petite floral designs and creative floral de-
signs.
Educational - Open to Michigan Garden Club members, this  
division features informative poster 
presentations.
 Sign up now so you’ll have plenty 
of time to prepare your entries.  For 
details, contact the Show Chairper-
son, Mary Jo McElroy at maryjomcel-
roy@sbcglobal.net or 614-325-1717. 
 We look forward to seeing you 
and your passions at the show!
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ST. JOSEPH COMMUNITY
FOOD PANTRY

If you would like to volunteer contact:
Leslie Osborn

foodpantry_2014@yahoo.com
General Information:

Donations can be given in the collection
basket or sent to:

St. Joseph Community Food Pantry
8380 Fifth Street

Onekama, MI 49675

 

   

Leaps & Bounds Early Childhood Education Program (L&B), which 
is housed in Onekama Consolidated Schools, is looking to hire.  
L&B is a licensed daycare for infants 6 weeks of age up to 12 year 
olds.  L&B is open year round, from 6:30am until 6:pm, Monday - 
Friday.  L&B is looking to hire several positions including part 
time, full time, summer only, and temporary.  A personal tour and 
interview can be scheduled by calling 231-889-4251.  Ideal 
candidates must be 18 years of age, and thrive working with 
children. 

!

BACK TO (SKI) SCHOOL: 
Onekama Seniors Assist Elementary 

Students on Ski Day
By Mairin McCarthy

 As an Onekama Schools senior during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, I have had to learn how 
to make the most of my school year. Our school  
experience has been disrupted many times the 
past two years, so my fellow seniors and I have 
aimed to make our final year at Onekama as mem-
orable as possible. Recently, my classmates and I  
participated in assisting the elementary school with 
their Good Behavior Ski Day at Crystal Mountain.  
Every year only the seniors are permitted to partic-
ipate in the Ski Day and help the younger students 
on the ski hill. My classmates and I had been look-
ing forward to it all year. 
 We started out the day by helping younger  
students put on their ski boots and locate their skis. 
It was very hectic, but in no time we were ready to 
hit the slopes. We traveled in groups with young-
er students and had a great time skiing together 
all day.  It was a great experience that combined  
volunteer work and personal bonding among 
classmates. Judging from the reactions of the  
elementary students -- and in particular one little 
boy who yelled, "This is awesome!" as he rode 
down the hill with me -- it was as memorable a 
day for them as it was for their senior chaperones. I 
am thankful to be involved in a school community 
that provides experiences like this for its students. 
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 The PLA Concert Committee has a new look, with 
new leadership; after 7 years as Chair, Steve Szilvagyi 
will serve as a mentor to the new co-chairs, Brian Dev-
illing and Marty Yaple. The Committee has lost Roz 
Jaffe, who has become the PLA's President but has add-
ed new member Dave Stover. The notable news about 
these three new members is that all have backgrounds 
as musicians, as does existing Committee member Greg 
Bower. The Committee is actively working to bring 8 
Monday Night Concerts to the Onekama Village Park, 
on the shores of Portage Lake. The dates for this sum-
mer's concerts are: June 27, July 4, 11,18, 25, August 1, 
8, 15.

PEOPLE YOU SHOULD KNOW
 Brian Devilling. I grew up in the Detroit area and 
my parents brought the family to Bear Lake for two 
weeks every summer since I was three months old. I 
have great memories as a kid fishing off the Oneka-
ma pier, hanging out on the beach, grabbing burgers 
at Mr. C’s, golfing with my dad, getting some of that 
great Italian food at Blue Slipper, and sitting by bon-
fires on the lake late into the night.
 Once Up North is in your blood, it’s there to stay, 
so fifteen years ago I bought some cottages on Bear 
Lake and in the last few years have been spending 
more and more of my time up here, along with my 
dogs Sam and Buddy. I am grateful for how friendly 
people are up here and how I have been able to get 
to know so many great people, even though I was 
originally just a tourist.
 I love the golf, hiking trails, water sports, fishing 
opportunities, great local businesses around the area, 
and the burger over at Blue Slipper, but one thing I 
have really come to appreciate over the last few years 
is how much musical talent there is in Manistee and 
Benzie County, especially in Onekama. I play guitar 
and sing at a few places around here (Blue Slipper, 
Grill 44), but I’m very much a hobbyist compared to 
some of the great musicians in the area.
 For 2022, I will be serving as the co-chair for 
the Monday Concerts in the Park along with local 
musician Marty Yaple.  Steve Szilvagy chaired the 
concerts for the last decade and leaves some big 
shoes to fill, but I can’t wait to get going! We will 
be announcing our schedule soon and have some 

CONCERTS IN THE PARK great acts coming to play. We have a great committee 
of folks helping with planning, including Steve Szil-
vagy, Al Taylor, Dave Stover, and Greg Bower (Dave 
and Greg are great musicians themselves, by the way), 
so it should be a very fun summer. I am very much 
looking forward to summer and seeing families at the 
park enjoying the music every Monday.   
 Marty Yaple. Hey Onekama! I’m honored to be a 
part of this awesome team, and so excited to help bring 
another summer full of music to the park. I'm originally 
from Bear Lake, and now call Manistee (Maxwell town 
specifically) home. You can find me as the Irrigation 
Specialist at Heritage Farm Co. by day, and as part of 
the local Manistee County music scene by night.  Live 
music is something we as humans are all able to relate 
to, and I can’t wait to share some fun-filled evenings 
with you this summer.

30JUNBook
Drive

BENEFITTING ONEKAMA SCHOOL 

P O R T A G E  L A K E  A S S O C I A T I O N

More info to come, 
on Onekama.info & 
PLA Group Facebook page 

1 -MAY

DONATE UNWANTED BOOKS FOR 
A GOOD CAUSE
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Guess who’s coming to Manistee! 
THE HOOKERS!

 Save the dates: June 22th through the 25th
 The West Shore Ruggers Guild will hold their 21st 
annual Rug Camp at Little River Casino. This will be 
the 3rd year the Casino will host the event. Rug hooking 
will be taught by 8 teachers this year. 145 students fill 
the classes and there is still a waiting list in case of last 
minute cancellations. Visitors may view a display of 
finished rugs and those in progress on Wednesday June 
23rd from 1 to 3PM at the entrance to the Concert Hall.
 The West Shore Ruggers Guild meets every Thurs-
day from 10:30 to 3PM at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Onekama throughout the year. Visitors are always wel-
come.

 The Portage Lake Watershed is located in Manistee 
County, Michigan, and encompasses 21 square miles 
(15,808 acres) including portions of Onekama, Bear 
Lake, Manistee, and Brown townships as well as the 
Village of Onekama. Portage Lake comprises 13 per-
cent of the total surface area of the watershed. Seven 
named creeks and several unnamed creeks and drains 
feed Portage Lake, which is connected to Lake Michi-
gan by a manmade channel on its west side.
 Portage Lake Watershed Forever began in 2006 as 
a local initiative by residents, public officials, nonprofit 
organizations, and business leaders aided by the Man-
istee County Community Foundation and Manistee 
Economic Development Office, all of whom recognize 
the importance of protecting and enhancing this natu-
ral resource for the future quality of life and economic 
well-being of the area.
 The Portage Lake Watershed Forever  (PLWF) 
group has evolved into a very active group supported 
by organizations, members, and volunteers.  There are 
many opportunities to get involved with the PLWF.  
Exotic and invasive species monitoring, Score the 
Shore, turtle counts, and stream monitoring are just a 
few of the opportunities to get involved in.  If you are 
are interested in making a difference and want to help 
preserve the Portage Lake Watershed please contact 
Debby Major at dajmajor@gmail.com.
 SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ANNUAL POR-
TAGE LAKE WATERSHED FOREVER EVENT, 
SATURDAY, JULY 9TH!

Portage Lake Watershed

Save The Date For The Annual 
Portage Lake Watershed  

Forever Event, 
Saturday, July 9Th!
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ONEKAMA HISTORY:  The Next Step
 2021 was the 150th anniversary of “The Cut”, the 
creation of the channel between Portage Lake and Lake 
Michigan.   Onekama residents and visitors enjoyed 
historically oriented events and showed strong interest 
in celebrating and sharing Onekama history.  
 What’s next for local history lovers?  It’s time to 
assemble an Onekama History Association.  This group 
would continue the tours and talks so well received last 
year and could begin planning for a possible Onekama 
Museum.
 How can you help?  We need folks interested and 
able to serve on the Steering Committee that will launch 
this History Group.  This small dedicated group will set 
the direction of the Historical Association by creating 
the direction and goals of the association, including se-
lections of name and legal structure, writing bylaws, 
and assessing potential support from the community.  
 We already have folks that have stepped up to join 
this Steering Committee.  If you are interested in join-
ing us, contact Roz Jaffe at rozjaf64@gmail.com or call 
231-655-3006.  Please contact me as soon as possible 
so we continue our celebration of Onekama’s wonder-
ful history.

Recycling in 1, 
 The trailer is for corrugated cardboard boxes only.  
The sign is out-of-date, it will be updated.  The Pack-
aging Corporation of America uses the stuff in this 
trailer to create the inside of cardboard.  Anything that 
isn’t cardboard becomes sludge that is discarded.  But 
the other paper items CAN be recycled – just put it in 
the green recycling bins.  The recycling bins accept all 
forms of paper, including corrugated carboard (but we 
encourage people to support the Onekama Consolidat-
ed Schools which gets paid by PCA for every ton of 
cardboard collected).  
 Don’t put plastic bags in the recycling bins!  Don’t 
put anything in plastic (or other) bags in the bins.  NO 
PLASTIC BAGS!!!  Plastic bags gum up the works, 
BUT you CAN recycle them at Meijer (more on this 
later).
 Bay Area Recycling for Charities in Kaleva (14407 
Industrial Drive) will take electronics, appliances, bat-
teries, Styrofoam and mattresses for a fee; they also 
have a new thrift shop that’s very nice.  They have a 
web site, www.mybarc.org, and their phone number is 
(231) 882-4360. 
What to recycle (or not) in Onekama/Manistee 
County:
• Keep all recycling loose – no bundling – don’t put 
things in bags
• Empty and clean items only; break down boxes
• Remove metal lids from glass jars and put them sep-
arately in the recycling bins
• Anything smaller than 2” in diameter may not be 
picked up by the machinery at the sorting facility (a tip 
for recycling metal beer caps is to put them into a metal 
can and flatten the can with caps inside)
• Cardboard containers with the silver lining (called 
shelf stable packaging or aseptic containers) ARE ac-
ceptable for recycling 
• Paper milk and juice cartons are ok to recycle
• Flower flats and individual plant containers can be re-
cycled.  Take hangers off hanging baskets and discard 
before recycling the pot.  Make sure they’re clean!
• Rx plastic bottles are ok to recycle
These things CANNOT go in the recycling bins:
• No vinyl siding 
• No plastic bags, hoses, foam, needles, liquids, batter-
ies, propane tanks

• Empty plastic paint cans should go in the trash – not 
recycling
• No disposables: plastic utensils, disposal plastic 
plates, paper plates, paper towels, paper napkins, tissue
Meijer DOES recycle plastic bags, plastic wrapping on 
purchased items and bubble wrap.  Collection contain-
ers are just inside the entrances.
• Communicraft in Manistee (63 Clay St. – the UPS 
building) will take clean packing peanuts & clean bub-
ble wrap.
• Check the Waste Advisor on Manistee County web-
site (www.manisteecountymi.gov) recycling home-
page to search what to do with an item; sign up for 
monthly e-newsletter.
 Changes are coming to recycling in Manistee 
County and Onekama.  Beginning January 1, GFL 
Environmental is the new service provider and Sarah 
Archer is leaving to take up a new role with her other 
love – growing her worm farm business in Birch Run. 
The Onekama site may be moving to 8 Mile Rd. in the 
spring (if all goes well!).  And Bear Lake will be partic-
ipating in the PA69 Recycling program on January 1.
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Township & Village Updates
 For information about Onekama, check out the 
Portage Lake Association website: 
https://www.onekama.info  and the Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/147760669837
The PLA is in the process of updating the website, look 
for the new look coming soon!  
We are also working on sending out a monthly email 
about what’s happening.  
For specific information on the Township, check out:  
https://www.onekama.info/township
For the Village:  https://www.onekama.info/village

Here’s a brief summary of what’s been happening 
since January, 2022.
 Township: There have been several meetings about 
the Cook property-check out: https://www.onekama.
info/_files/ugd/111d5a_22badc2f3eaf4c3faa313b-
5fad050ce6.pdf
 For more information.  Also you can view the min-
utes of all the meetings.  
 The Township is working on their own website, 
hoping to have it up and running soon. 
 The County Fair is scheduled for August 16-20.
 The December Board of Review was held Decem-
ber 14, 2021.  The Equalization rates, which set the 
Township property taxes saw the largest increase in 
years due to the skyrocketing housing market.  
 The final Equalization studies are Agricultural 
48.15% (3.84% increase), Commercial 47.29% (5.73% 
increase) Industrial 49.89% (.22% increase) and Resi-
dential 46.80% (6.83% increase).
 300 questions were submitted to the Two Lakes 
Sewer Authority and these have been forwarded to 
the contractors.  They are being categorized and dis-
tributed to the relevant groups of people. For more 
information, check out: https://www.onekama.info/
two-lakes-collaborative-sewer-proje
 Surplus Township Properties are being worked on.  
Information should be available in the spring.

 Village:  A 5 years Parks and Recreation Plan has 
been submitted and the Parks & Recreation committee 
is in the process of reorganizing and looking for a new 
president and members. 
 In February during the Budget Adoption process, 
the following was approved:

 President’s Salary and Trustees compensation: 
Ordinance # 2022-1 This is an ordinance to establish 
compensation for the Village President and Trustees as 
follows: The Village President shall receive the sum 
of $15,578 per fiscal year plus $100.00 for each meet-
ing the Village President attends. Each Village Trustee 
shall receive $100.00 per meeting attended. This ordi-
nance takes effect on March 1, 2022.  
 The millage rate was kept at 7.0 and a cost of liv-
ing increase of 6.5% was approved for the Treasurer, 
Clerk, and maintenance man. 
 The Planning Commission sent a revised draft of 
the fence ordinance to the Manistee County Planning.  
Member Steve Hall resigned and Debby Storms was 
appointed to the Planning Commission.
 The Sewer rate charges were raised due to the in-
crease costs for the operation and maintenance plus 
bond requirements for the sewer system.  The increase 
was $5 per month, $15 per quarter, effective March 1, 
2022.  
 The Village is entering into a purchase agreement 
with the owner of a high priority parcel on Portage 
Lake to be used for conservation and water quality 
purposes for the purchase price of $5000.00. This has 
been authorized by and reimbursement by the EGLE 
Grant. It will be stated on the deed the legal restrictions 
to include keeping it open for public park access and 
to prohibit future residential  and or commercial devel-
opment. The Village also authorized an option to pur-
chase Parcel #41-100-004-00 to support water quality 
protection, recreation and fish habitat.  This a high pri-
ority parcel on Stream #7 at M-22 and Dyke St.  Any 
monies spent will be reimbursed by the EGLE grant.
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Onekama Township Officials
Supervisor David Meister
   supervisor@onekamatwp.org
Clerk  Michelle (Shelli) Johnson 
   clerk@onekamatwp.org
Treasurer Edward Bradford 
   treasurer@onekamatwp.org
 Zoning Administrator
   Katie Mehl
   Manistee County
   231-398-3525
Assessor Ginny Martz 
   cwas75@yahoo.com 
Planning Commission Chairman
   Jim Trout
   planning@onekamatwp.org 
Fire Chief Lawrence Hrachovina
   fire@onekamatwp.org
Trustees Robert Blackmore
   bblackmore@onekamatwp.org
   Allen Taylor
   ataylor@onekamatwp.org
ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP OFFICES
 5435 Main Street, PO 458, Onekama MI 49675
Hours of Operation: 
 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9am - 2pm 
 231-889-3308; FAX: (231) 889-5587

Onekama Village Council
VILLAGE PRESIDENT 
 Roger Burger 
 president@villageofonekama.org
CLERK 
 Ruth Hudson 
 clerk@villageofonekama.org
TREASURER 
 Nikki Jach 
 treasurer@villageofonekama.org
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
  County Planning Director
 (231) 723-6041 
 planning@manisteecountymi.gov
TRUSTEES
 Ralph Drumm 
 Rod Hudson
 Andrea Arthur 
 Suzanne Schwing
 Wayne Miller
 Susan Halloran
FIRE CHIEF 
 Lawrence Hrachovina 
 fire@onekamatwp.org 
 (231) 889-4240 (fire building)
 
 SPECIAL NOTICES: 
The Village Office is open by appointment only; Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday 9-2. Masks are required 
to enter.
Temporary dwellings including trailers require a per-
mit.  Information is available in Section 1014.  Tempo-
rary Dwellings of the Village Zoning Ordinance.
 Village Residents, FEMA has issued a preliminary 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insur-
ance Study (FIS) for your information.
NOTE FROM THE TREASURER
 Village Taxes are printed on the green paper.  They are 
sent out on July 1st and are due by September 14th.  
Our office is located next to the Library which is in our 
building.
The sewer bills need to be paid by the last day of Feb-
ruary every year.  If not, I have to add them as a special 
assessment onto the summer tax for that property.
If you have any questions about your taxes or your 
sewer please feel free to call me at our office 231-889-
3171.

VILLAGE COUNCIL GENERAL Village Council 
meets on the Third Wednesday 7 pm via tele-confer-
ence.
Farr Center Hall rental: please make arrangements with 
the clerk @ (231) 889-3171 or email: clerk@villageo-
fonekama.org.
No burning is permitted within the Village Limits – 
only bonfires
Feeding of waterfowl, including but not limited to 
ducks, geese, and swans IS NOT PERMITTED in the 
Village.
Land use permits may be obtained by contacting the 
Manistee County Planning Department. 
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Onekama Township  
Parks Perspective

 2021 FIVE YEAR STRATEGIC PARKS 
PLAN: To find out more information about the 5 
year plan, visit the Commission webpage: https://
www.onekama.info/parks-rec-commission 
 PARKS AND REC PUBLIC INPUT SURVEY: 
Help guide what happens in your Township, be on 
the lookout for a survey in April.  
 TRIVIA: How many parks does Onekama 
Township manage? 
 Answer: 8 Parks. Cardon Park, Eagles View, 
Feldhak Park, Glenn Park, the NEW accessi-
ble-kayak launch at the DNR boat launch on An-
dy’s Point, Langland Park, North Point Park, and 
the Portage Wetlands Park. Also managed by the 
Township are public road ends. The Township 
oversees the parks with the help of an all-volun-
teer Parks and Recreation Commission. We work 
year round and provide support to the Board with 
everything from park infrastructure to recreation-
al events. If you are curious, feel free to stop by 
on the third Monday of every month, 4:00PM to 
5:30PM at the Township Hall.
 Planned Recreation events for this year:
June: Volunteers needed for Big Work Day in 
North Point Park, June 11. Plant native plants in 
the new Welcome All Abilities Garden. The Wild-
flower Association of Michigan awarded North 
Point Park a $1,000 grant to supply native plants. 
Generous donations will add multi-lingual and ac-
cessible signage. Dr. Brian Allen will host guided 
bird walks during nesting season.
July: North Point Park Nature Walk led by Dr. 
Joshua Shields, Manistee Conservation District.
August: Glen Park Adventure led by Dr. Shields.
September: North Point Park Bio Blitz, join us 
counting pollinators in the park. We will teach you 
how. Say bye-bye birdie, Dr. Allen will host guided 
birds walks during fall migration.
 Specific dates and further information will 
be published by May at www.onekama.info/
parks-rec-commission! Have something you’d like 
us to know? Parks@OnekamaTwp.org
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Property Taxes in  
Onekama Township

 Onekama Township collects property taxes 
on all non-exempt properties in the Township.  
Taxes are based on the value of the property as 
of December 31 of the preceding year.  So, for 
2022, your taxes will be based on the assess-
ment as of 12/31/2021.  Every property own-
er receives a Notice of Assessment Change, 
generally in February, showing any changes in 
your property’s assessed and taxable values.
 Summer tax bills are mailed around July 1 
and are due September 14th.  Winter tax bills 
are mailed around December 1 and are due the 
following February 14th.  Regardless of what 
calendar year you pay your property taxes, you 
are paying, in this example, the 2022 tax bills.
 If you live in the Village of Onekama, you 
will also receive an additional Village Summer 
tax bill.  Those bills are paid at the Village Of-
fice.
 For 2021, your property taxes were based 
on the millage rates the various taxing entities 
levy.  Please note that this chart shows the full 
levied tax burden.  Residents who have a 100% 
Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) do not 
pay the 18-mill school operating tax.  There 
may also be special assessments for invasive 
species control and residential recycling on 
your bill. 
 Property taxes must be received by the 
due date, or interest will begin accruing.  All 
taxes, whether Summer or Winter, must be re-
ceived by the Township by no later than the 
end of February.  Postmarks are not accepted.  
Any payments received after the due date will 
be returned to the taxpayer as the County no 
longer accepts two-party checks.  If this hap-
pens, you will need to check with the Manistee 
County Treasurer for the proper amount due.
 The best way to reach me with any ques-
tions is via email: treasurer@onekamatwp.org
 Edward Bradford
 Onekama Township Treasurer

KAYAK LAUNCH
AT LAST!  The Kayak launch at the DNR boat launch on An-
dy's Point should be completed in May of this year.  This will 
make getting your kayak in and out of the water easier and 
safer and it provides Universal Access for those that need it.  
These are  photos of the Arcadia Kayak launch which is similar 
to what is going in Portage Lake. 

Onekama Branch Library
5283 Main St. Onekama, MI 49675
(231) 889-4041 and (231) 889-5420

Open:
Monday, Thursday & Friday  10:30 AM - 5 PM 
Wednesday   12:30 PM - 7 PM 

Please call for Curbside Hours



Portage Lake Association
P.O. Box 493

Onekama, MI 49675

For More Events and information – check out www.onekama.com

MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Best Contact Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email Address ______________________________________________________________________

How should we use your donation*: Check one:
❑ General Fund (best use / most needed project)
❑ Petunia Planting    ❑ Concerts in the Park 
❑ Celebration of Lights    ❑ Onekama Days Fireworks 
Other _________________________________________________
*Excess funds roll over to best use as determined by the PLA Board.

Make checks payable to Portage Lake Assoc. and send along with this form to:
PLA, PO Box 493, Onekama, MI 49675

MEMBERSHIP
❑ Individual $35 
❑ Family $50
❑ Renewing Member
❑ New Member
❑ I’m interested in Volunteering
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