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ONEKAMA COMMUNITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

                                        THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2013, 7 P.M.                                                                                                         
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chairman Jim Trout. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
Members present:  Al Taylor, Tom Koon, Bonnie Miller, Susan Barnard, Jim Trout, 
Doug Mortenson, Roger Cody, Charlotte Straight.  
MINUTES: Motion by Roger Cody, second by Doug Mortenson to approve the minutes 
of  the April 18, 2013 Planning Commission meeting .  Motion carried. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - Review and discussion of (revised)  “fencing” Ordinance.  
 The PC noted that the NEW ordinance is almost identical to the existing ordinance.  No 
changes in heights etc. had been made. Primary change was to tighten language 
restricting roadside fencing or berm / barriers to 36 inches / 3 ft. from existing average 
grade  >>  especially on properties having water frontage.   It is sometimes confusing 
because in Onekama Twp., on properties having water frontage, the roadside property 
line of the parcel is uniquely defined as the “rear,” when considering permits for 
constructing accessory buildings/ garages on the roadside portion of such parcels, this 
definition and use being allowed due to the required setbacks and strong restrictions on 
utilization of the water FRONT side of such properties.  When considering fencing, 
however, the 36” height limit applies to the ROAD side of any and all parcels that are in 
residential zones.  
 
Discussion with input by in attendance Trustee Bob Blackmore. The PC included 
language in at #1 of the proposed revised Ordinance specifying that a land use permit is 
required for all fences because many (very many) do not realize that a fence IS a 
structure and as such requires the Land Use Permit before construction may legally 
commence.  The PC believes it is appropriate to list this requirement in the Section for 
more clarity and easier understanding by the end user.   
 
Subsequent to lengthy discussion, other earlier language was deleted or modified.  The 
Planning Commission voted to send the revised amended ordinance to the Township 
Board for re-consideration and adoption.  Motion by Mortensen – second by Cody.  
Motion carried. 
 
QUESTION / CLARIFICATION REQUEST FROM Z.A. PHILPOT –  
The PC discussed the question of more specifically defining, “Temporary Overflow 
Housing for Guests.”  The consensus was that this section allows such use of temporary 
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dwellings by “guests” for a period of not more than three weeks per year, which is 
consistent with use limitations in the same section. 
 
NEW BUSINESS - Covenant Bible Camp - Plans submitted for review by Dave Nesbitt 
-- old cabins to be replaced by new ones.  
Jim Trout said that he had reviewed the language of the Camp’s Special Use Permit with 
Z.A. Philpot and agreed that the existing Special Use Permit allows the proposed changes 
/ updates requested.  This is a previously approved use and non-substantive change and 
thus did not require a Special Public Hearing. 
Motion to approve requested changes and updates, subject to conforming with existing 
setbacks and other zoning regulations, by Roger Cody --  second by Tom Koon.   Motion 
carried.  
 
DISCUSSION OF (NEW)  Proposed TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE  1032-- “Storage 
and Use of Recreational Equipment and Trailers”. 
The Planning Commission voted to forward (new) Section 1032 to the Township Board 
with a recommendation for adoption. 
Motion by Tom Coon, second by Cody.  Motion carried. 
 
DISCUSSION ON LEGAL REVIEW OF RECOMMENDED / PENDING 
ORDINANCES -   It is the consensus of the Planning Commission that excepting 
complex and extraordinarily technical or impactful issues being dealt with by Ordinance 
language (such as WECS or Medical Marjuana issues),  legal review of recommended 
Ordinance language shall occur after review and adoption by the adopting Board.  The 
PC believes that this would save a good deal of money in legal fees by avoiding a second 
or third or-------- review following submission for adoption. 
 
LAKES TO LAND:  Discussion of “Common Ordinances for Like Communities” and 
the need to preserve use as both residential and agricultural land.   A goal is, “To create a 
Place you never want to leave.” 
SMALL TOWN CONFERENCE: Bonnie Miller and Roger Cody reported on their 
observations from the recent conference.  The theme and subject was more business 
oriented than expected.  
 
ADJOURN: 9:30 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
Charlotte Straight, Secretary 
 
_______________________________                  ________________________ 
Jim Trout, Chairman                                                Charlotte Straight, Secretary 


