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Spring is around the corner, and summer is soon to be upon us. We’ve had quite a cold winter, but 80” less snow
than last year. The snow and ice have begun their slow melt. Lake levels are expected to be 9-15” higher than in
2014. The DNR is trying to get a handle on why the fishing in Northern Lake Michigan was so negatively impacted
in 2014 and expects that salmon fishing will be about the same this year.
Spring and summer are the busiest time of year for the PLA. With over 300 volunteers, we select scholarship
winners, prepare for the Petunia planting, hold our annual fund raiser event, and contract with 8 bands for our
Monday Concert in the Park series. In addition we are involved with Onekama Days activities, including the
fireworks, a craft beer tasting, and pig roast. Over 7000 local residents and visitors enjoy these events. PLA
membership dues, fundraising activities and generous donations by individuals help finance these
activities. Membership forms and donation forms for the petunias and the fireworks are included in
this newsletter. We appreciate any and all donations to help support these events.
Our Monday Night Concert series is set, with our best lineup to date. It starts June 29th. The series
continues to grow and we are very excited with both the 3 new bands and returning favorites. One
of the new additions is the Scottville Clown Band, sure to be a crowd pleaser. The Petunia group is
already planning for the 2015 Main Street planting. June 27th, 2015 is the date of our 19th Annual
Fund Raiser Dinner and Auction. We are looking at ways to improve an already great event and
may have an on line auction for those that cannot attend in person. We are working with the Onekama Lions on
several Onekama Days events, including a band for the parade and the usual fireworks. We also plan to have our
4th Annual Pig Out for Scholarships Pig Roast on August 7th along with an expanded 3rd Annual Craft Beer Tasting
and a Cousin Curtiss Concert at the fairgrounds. These are on Friday night of Onekama Days so we are hoping for a
large crowd. For more information on these and other events check out www.onekama.info and our Facebook pages
Portage Lake Association, Onekama, MI and 1, - Onekama, Michigan.
Our website continues to improve, with expanded access to events both locally and in the region. Visit the regional
events page and you can see what is happening in Traverse City, Leland, Cadillac, Manistee, Ludington and other
nearby locations. You will also see a section for Onekama Days, Fishing Reports, and the Portage Point Inn. There is
a shopping basket so you can make on line donations, pay for your membership, and obtain tickets to our fund raiser.
PLA members will receive a presidents letter in the mail in May that will include a ballot for Citizen of the Year
voting, a Monday Night Concert in the Park Program Card, and a Petunia donation envelope.
I hope to see everyone this summer at our events! Contact me at windsongmi@aol.com with any questions.
!
cut here ———————————————————————————————————————————
cut here!

Membership Application!
Portage Lake Association!

!

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________!
Mailing Address: (must be deliverable to this address) ____________________________________________________!
________________________________________________________________________________________________!
Telephone: (H)__________________________________

(Cell)___________________________________!

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________!
Dues are $30 annually!
Check here if you would like to volunteer for PLA activities or events: ___________________!
Make checks payable to: Portage Lake Association, Memberships, PO Box 493, Onekama, MI 49675
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Visit Us On The Web At: www.onekama.info
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Winter Fest – 2015

After being foiled by the weather for a couple of years, the PLA was
able to host Winter Fest-2015. The weather cooperated, providing a
sunny day with temps in the mid-20's - a heat wave after all the near
zero and negative wind chill numbers we'd been having! The event
drew both local folks and visitors to the area.
Jamie Meister, who coordinated Winter Fest, and her committee, are to
be congratulated, as everything ran smoothly and events were enjoyed
by all.
Winter Fest kicked off on Friday evening with Trinity Lutheran Church
showing the movie "Chronicles of Narnia: the Lion, the Witch and the !
Wardrobe."
The Children's Fishing Contest, held Saturday was a success. There were 14
participants - split evenly between boys and girls. The 1st place winner of $50
was Ryker Johnson of Onekama who speared a 4.9 burbot (relative of a catfish).
Osborn's Sport Shop provided each child with a lure, hand warmers, and a
minnow bucket. The M-22 Grill helped handled registration and weigh-in and
provided discounted meals for participants.

!

Meanwhile, at the Onekama Consolidated Schools' hill, children
participated in a
1st annual Cardboard Sled Races. Onekama
Consolidated School District Principal Kevin Hughes officiated at the
starting line, sending sledders down at safe intervals. A number of
sledders, who chose not to compete in the official Race, brought plastic
sleds and saucers to try their skills on the slope, and these folks helped by
smoothing and compacting the course. Here are a few photos of the
sledders in action:

!
!

!

!

Twelve brave souls followed Leann Burger in a
snowshoe trek across Portage Lake from the Village
boat ramp to the Portage Lake Bible Camp and back.
The wind whipping across the lake from the channel was
a bit chilling but the sunny day and the idea of being ON
the lake was exciting. Members of the group checked
out the success of the ice fishers along the way.

!

!
!

The soup cook-off was a welcome warm-up for folks. Nine people participated, either individually or as
representatives of businesses and organizations. Those tasting the soups said they had a hard time
choosing from among them, they were all tasty! The 1st place winner was the Portage Lake Watershed
Forever, represented by Kathy Ervin, who cooked up a scrumptious salmon corn chowder. 2nd place went to
Shay's Chop House for their yummy beer cheese soup. 3rd place was garnered by the Boy Scout Troop #63,
represented by Kim Lagerquist, who put together a delightful Italian tomato rice soup. The event raised $261
for the St. Joseph Food Pantry.
The Manistee County Fair Grounds hosted vintage snowmobile sprint races during the day and card players
enjoyed the afternoon Euchre Tournament at Shirley's Place while a few intrepid souls cross country skied
around Apple Valley Orchards' Joseph St. location.
The fun continued into the evening with a steak and chicken dinner cooked by the Lions Club members at the
Lions' Den. A dance, with music provided by the group Reminisce followed.
Coordinator Jamie Meister said she was pleased with the turnout and hopes to build on it next year.

Visit Us On The Web At: www.onekama.info

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:
Please join me in thanking Mary
Fairgrieve for her years as editor of
the Newsletter. She did a wonderful
job and I really appreciate her help in
learning the ropes. If you have any
pictures or stories that you would like
to share or any suggestions for
a rticles-the n ext dea d l in e for
submissions is 6/15/15 for inclusion
in the July newsletter.
Submissions can be sent to
planewsed@gmail.com.
Jean Capper
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English Attends
Symposium
Linda English, owner of
Appearance Salon, Spa, and
Gifts, recently returned from
the 2015 Redken Symposium
in Las Vegas.
She worked
along side legendary designers
and artistic directors, Chris
Baran and Sam Villa.
The Redken Symposium
included 10,000 hairdressers
who attended the event for professional development. "I
was very happy and proud to be a part of their team," state
English.
Appearance Salon specializes in hair, nails,
facials, designer wigs, hair replacement & bonding and
gifts. Linda can be reached at 231-889-0222.

New Restaurant To Open It’s Doors in May of 2015
1 Kama Momma's coming to Onekama on 5/1/2015. Jessica and Ryan Cebula are opening a pizza and sub
restaurant in the old Pizza King location. The Morleys, who owned Pizza King, have been very helpful to the
Cebulas and have even shared their secret sub sauce! Jessica was born and raised in Onekama and
worked at the Pizza King when she was in high school. When asked why she
wanted to open a restaurant in Onekama, she responded that she wanted to be
part of the community by providing good food and a spot for students to hang
out between school and after school activities.
Her children all attend
Onekama schools and Kelsee will be working with her mom at the restaurant. Keeping with the family and
community theme, they have named a sub "The Big Papa" in honor of Jessica's dad, Larry Beatty II. Look
for more information about hours, food and a coming expansion on the Onekama website.

BIG AL’S BIG CHALLENGE
BY ALYSSAN CLARKE

Onekama students grades 6-12 took part in a Big Al’s Challenge. They students were to bring in
canned or stored goods. The class that brought in the most items were given a “Big Al’s Party”. The food
that is collected from the Challenge will go in the schools “Portager
Pride Packs”. These are backpacks that get sent home with kids
that contain the non-perishable foods. The kids selected are ones
that the school believes needs help with after school snacks and
meals. The packs are usually sent out every month and those
students are responsible for returning the backpack so it may be
filled for the next student.
The program has about 20 back packs that go home every
other Thursday. There has been a tremendous amount of positive
feedback from this program. The Middle School Student council
enjoys selecting the foods and packing the bags. “I have such a
good group and even though they don't know who the recipients are
they handle the whole situation with care, respect, and love.”, says
MS student council advisor Naomi Kolehmainen.
Even though it was the High School that initiated the
challenge, it was the seventh graders who came out on top.
Bringing in enough food to fill up the entire teachers counter.
Enjoying their treat of Big Al’s for such a wonderful deed the
students have done for the school.
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Onekama Days 2015
Onekama Days will be held August 7-9. The week will kick off with a
Monday Night Concert in the Park on August 3rd featuring the Scottville
Concert Clown Band. At this time the following activities are confirmed:
Sunday Parade followed by a Scottville
Clown Band Concert, Craft Beer
Tasting, Pig Roast, Cousin Curtiss
concert, Fireworks, Lions Breakfasts,
Arts & Crafts Show, 5K race, Tennis
Tournament, Pickle Ball Tournament,
Doughnut sales, Vintage Car Show,
Children's Entertainment, Saturday
Night Dance, Road Rally, Church Bake
Sales, Garden Club Trinkets
and Treasures Yard Sale,
Paddle
Board
Demonstrations, Onekama
Parks event, Sidewalk Sales
and Lions' raffle. Festivities will wrap up on Monday, August 10th
with another Monday Night Concert in the Park with a returning
favorite Peter, Paul and Mary Flashbacks.

!

There are some additional events being worked on and are
currently
tentative – Stock Car Race at Fairgrounds,
Helicopter rides over Portage Lake and Lake Michigan,
Shuffle Board Tournament at the Portage Point Inn and a
Portage Lake Watershed Forever event.

!

Main events will be held at the Onekama Village Park and
County Fairgrounds.
More information will follow on the
Onekama Web site (www.onekama.com ) and on the
community FaceBook - Page 1,-Onekama, Michigan.
---------------------------------------------------------------cut here-----------------------------------------------------------------!

Fireworks and Onekama Days Donation

!

Name: ______________________________________________________________________!
Mailing Address: (must be deliverable to this address)"
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________!
Telephone: (H)____________________________

(Cell)_____________________________!

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________!
Amount of Donation: ___________________________________________________________!
Check here if interested in being a volunteer for Onekama Days: _______!
Make checks payable to: Portage Lake Association, Fireworks Donation, PO Box 493, Onekama, MI 49675

Visit Us On The Web At: www.onekama.info

!

PAGE 5

Portage Point Inn & Marina
Seasonal Update

Marina Talk: We are currently accepting seasonal and transient boat slip reservations for the 2015 season.
Confirm you reservations now to insure your spot at the docks for this summer and the future, as supply is
limited. Call Jeff Sternberger for rates at 231-889-7501, jeff@portagepointresort.com
Lodging Update: We are excited to have partnered with Century 21 Boardwalk rentals to handle all of your
lodging needs. You may view your lodging options by going to www.portagepointresort.com. For more
information or to make your reservations contact Tim and Dana at 231-889-7500 or info@portagepointresort.com
Restaurant: Still soliciting for the right person to take ownership of the restaurant and bar. Considering the need
for that person to be able to renovate the kitchen and the need for the Main Hotel portion of the property to be
open to help support the restaurant, we are hoping for a summer 2016 opening. If you know of a great restaurant
person that would be interested, send them our way.
Weddings & Banquets: Though the restaurant has not yet opened, the dining room, bar, and outdoor space is
available for wedding ceremonies, wedding receptions, and banquets. Area caterers are available. The dining
room has the capacity to seat up to 180 people.
For more information call Jeff: 231-889-7501 or email jeff@portagepointresort.com

!Bar: We are currently hoping to have the bar open this summer.

Kayak, Paddleboards, & Bicycle Rentals: Join Gregg Wallace & Lynda Apple this summer for Paddle boarding
and Kayaking or take one of the cruiser bicycles for a spin. Our goal is to add fun & healthy outdoor activities to
your stay at Portage Point. They are offering introductory demonstrations to insure you get the most out of your
time on the water and we will soon be adding ACA certified paddleboard instruction. Local delivery of boats and
boards is available upon request. We will be open Memorial Day weekend, so stop by the Inn and say hello.
Let’s have a great summer “Being on Water”! Our new phone number at the Inn is 231- 233-9011, Website:
http://www.pentwaterriveroutfitters.com Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pentwater-River-Outfitters/
186240308060289
Charter Fishing Boat: The fishing boat “Netminder” is stationed in our marina and accepting reservations. Go to
netmindercharters.com for more information or call Captain George at 231-649-1396.
Charter Sail Boat: The Phoenix, a 35’ Catalina sail boat, is available for charters this summer from the Portage
Point Inn marina. Captain Mike and crew can take up to 6 people on a short 2 hour cruise or full day outings. See
more on Facebook “Phoenix Sailing Charters”, call 517-881-6567, or email phoenixsailingcharters@gmail.com
Ice, Worms, Firewood: Portage Point Inn will be selling bags of ice, worms for fishing, and bundled firewood for
beach campfires. Stop in and purchase from Jeff or Eddie.
Boating rendezvous at Portage
Point Inn weekend of July 18th. Stop
by and see the many boats from
southern harbors stopping by for a
weekend of fun. The event is
organized by White Lake Mooring in
Whitehall that has a long standing
relation with the new owner of
Portage Point Inn. There will also be
new and pre-owned boats on display
for sale.
New Website: Please visit our new
and evolving website at
www.portagepointresort.com
Facebook: Please “like” our
Facebook page at Portage Point
Resort & Marina.

Onekama School 2015 Math Count Team
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!Portage Lake Harbor Commission News
Recent political events including the Omnibus Bill may bode well for the
Portage Lake Harbor. The bill calls for support of water related projects in
the integrated navigational system of the Great Lakes. As we all know, our
channel to Lake Michigan was dredged in the fall of 2013. A large part of
why it required dredging is because our concrete channel walls or
"infrastructure" are deteriorating and shifting, allowing sand to re-enter the
dredged area. In 2004 the Corp of Engineers began repairing the outer
walls of the channel, but because of budget restraints did not finish the
project leaving it vulnerable to filling with sand from behind the walls.
This new potential funding, called "WRRDA" (Water Resources Reform and
Development Act) commits $250,000 million to the Great Lakes
rehabilitation. In an effort to move pro-actively to secure funding for the
completion of the infrastructure repair to our channel walls, the Harbor
Commission has written a letter to the Corp of Engineers and many of the
legislators, both Federal and State who will have input into the distribution of
these funds, see PLA website. As we feel it is imperative we secure funding
we would ask all "Friends of Portage" to write, call, or email all those
legislators and entities who will make the decision regarding designation of
funding for Great Lakes projects. Help us spotlight Portage Lake Harbors
need for repair. Please call 231-889-4219 for more information
Additionally, the Harbor Commission is planning two boater safety and
education seminars in June for new boaters in Portage Lake and the
surrounding area. We will be working with the marine division of the
Manistee County Sheriff Department, the Manistee Coast Guard, and
Onekama Marine to bring this educational opportunity to those youngsters
boating in the Portage Lake area. These will be half-day sessions featuring
information on boating safety as well as "Rules of the Road" with emphasis
on common sense and courtesy on the water. The sessions will be held at
Onekama Marine and information about the classes will be advertised in the
media and the PLA website. More details to follow.
Thank you for your support of the Portage Lake Harbor Commission and
beautiful Portage Lake.

!The Portage Lake Harbor Commission

Bipartisan Bills To
Stop Asian Carp
Introduced
Thursday, Feb. 26, 2015

!
U.S. Senator Debbie
Stabenow (D-MI) and
Congresswoman Candice
Miller (R-MI) today introduced
bipartisan legislation to stop
Asian carp and other invasive
species from entering the
Great Lakes, which put
hundred of thousand of jobs at
risk. Invasive species pose a
grave threat to the Great
Lakes ecosystem and the
region’s $7 billion recreational
fishing and $16 billion
recreational boating industries.
The Defending Our Great
Lakes Act will give federal
agencies broad authority to
take immediate actions to stop
the spread of Asian carp and
other invasive species. This
legislation will also require key
agencies to work with regional
stakeholders to institute longterm measures to stop the
spread of invasive species
between the Great Lakes and
Mississippi River basins.

---------------------------------------------------------------cut here-----------------------------------------------------------------!

Petunia Donation !

!

Name: ______________________________________________________________________!
Mailing Address: (must be deliverable to this address)
____________________________________________________________________________!
____________________________________________________________________________!
Telephone: (H)____________________________

(Cell)_____________________________!

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________!
Amount of Donation: ___________________________________________________________!
Make checks payable to: Portage Lake Association, Petunia Donation, PO Box 493, Onekama, MI 49675!
Check here_______ if you wish to be a volunteer for the Petunia Prep or Planting.

Visit Us On The Web At: www.onekama.info

!
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!Power 60

OCS Community Ed Classes!
Spring 2015 Fitness Session April 13-May 21

Take your Boot Camp experience to the next level. Sixty minutes of indoor cycling, running, and core strength
training in interval format to heart pumping musicNo boredom allowed in this session. You’ll be changing it up every
three to four minutes. Medium to high intensity workout.

!Monday and Wednesday, 6-7 a.m., in the Activity Room with Leann $38
!Cycle and Strength

Love that bike, but want a stronger you to go with the legs? This hybrid class combines 30 minutes of indoor
cycling with 30 minutes of core, upper and lower body strength exercises off the bike.

!Monday and Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Activity Room with Kim
!Pound!

$39

High energy fun that doesn’t look like a workout, this hot L.A. inspired workout is a full-body cardio jam session
combining light resistance with drumming using POUND RipStix. The percussive workout fuses cardio, pilates,
isometric movements, and rhythm to today’s favorite music.

!Monday and Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 p.m. in the Media Center with Leann
!Core & More

$30

Strong core muscles are essential for balance, strength and health. This 30-minute class focuses on strengthening
back, abs and other core muscles along with improving flexibility

!Tuesday and Thursday, 4:00-4:30 p.m. in the Fitness Room with Katie $19
!Barre and Cardio
Combine barre basic exercise, emphasizing stretch and strength, with up tempo music and easy choreography.
!Tuesday and Thursday, 4:30-5:15 p.m. in the Activity Room with Leann $30
!Indoor Cycling Plus

This cardio workout is intense but fun. In addition to cycling, this class includes up to 15 minutes of core and
balance exercise. Cycling portion is conducted on indoor upright stationary bicycles to high energy music. Focus
on interval training and techniques used in an outdoor ride. Beginners and experienced cyclists welcome. Class is
instructor led but self-paced.

!Tuesday and Thursday, 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Activity Room with Leann $38
!Stretch and Strength

A strong core and flexibility are your most important assets regardless of your fitness level. This class incorporates
core strength training, light weight training, stretching and development of flexibility for an overall effective yet not so
strenuous workout.

!Tuesday and Thursday, 4:45-5:45 in the Fitness Room with Tonya
!Couch to 5k

$38

Whether your goal is your first 5k race, increased physical endurance, or shedding a few pounds, you’ll be ready to
run/walk your first 5k after eight weeks. Class includes an initial fitness cardiorespiratory fitness assessment, stride
and mechanics analysis, instruction on interval training for running and walking, core exercises and help with the
mechanics of improving your running or walking efficiency.

!Tuesday and Thursdays, 4:45-5:45 p.m. with Katie, indoors or outside weather depending.
!Personal Fitness Training

$38

Need a fitness plan that is more individualized? Fitness trainers work with clients to assess overall health and
fitness levels and then help clients begin an exercise plan specific to individual needs. The $100 package includes
a two-hour fitness assessment and orientation with an American College of Sports Medicine Certified Trainer, and
two 1-hour sessions that introduce clients to their individualized programs.

!Contact Mary at 889-4251 to set an appointment.
!
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2015 Portage Lake Association Monday Night Concerts in the Park
June 29th – Madcat Midnight Blues Journey - Start season off with this quite popular and talented Blues/
rock/pop group with new sounds.
July 6th – Cool Lemon – 8 person big band very popular in 2014. From Midland/Saginaw with Pop/big band/
blues
July 13th – Gratitude Steel Band – Jamaican steel band headed by Chaz Russell and 5 others. Very popular
in 2014 with lots of audience participation.
July 20th – Belle Suite – from Bear Lake and a returning local favorite . An eclectic group performing the
softer side of classic pop-rock with an upbeat presentation. Full resonant harmonies are Belle Suite's
trademark
July 27th – Pico and Chown – Guitar & singing duo from Traverse City. Pop/light rock/show tunes/jazz/blues.
Popular group from 2014
August 3rd – Scottville Clown band in concert - Popular statewide group that usually plays in parades, but
this will be concert presentation. Classic Dixieland and big band music
August 10th – Peter, Paul & Mary Flashbacks – PP&M music plus other music from that era. From Traverse
City and Interlochen. 3rd year return. Very popular
August 17th – Accidentals - a exciting fast moving duo of guitar and fiddle females that sound very good. Both
are Interlochen grads and becoming very popular in area and country wide.

