Village of Onekama Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes—Approved
5283 Main Street, Onekama, M| 231-889-3171
August 12, 2025

Members present: Chair Chris Forth, Vice Chair Debby Storms, Tom Foster.
Meeting called to order at 6:03 p.m.

Motion to approve the agenda as presented by Storms, seconded by Foster. All in favor, motion
carried.

Old Business: none
New Business: Master Plan draft

Forth stated proofreading changes have been made, but there were others yet to be corrected.
He is compiling a list of needed changes and will present them to the consultant, Community
Image Building, all at one time. Resident Marti Zemer expressed her interest in how the items in
the Master Plan would affect gardening plans along M-22.

There was discussion regarding the avenues to get the Master Plan draft out to the public for
review, including social media and posting flyers locally. Forth suggested they could attend
meetings and give a brief presentation. There was also discussion about proposed streetscaping
ideas. Storms asked if the village could get crosswalk signs like in other towns, as well as lower
speed limits on M-22 through town. Forth explained how MDOT plans to stripe M-22 for a
bicycle lane. Members talked about improving the sidewalks, and also whose responsibility
maintenance of such is. The Council is looking into it.

Storms mentioned that she liked the Master Plan, but that there’s so much to be done and the
costs of doing so much is daunting. How to pay for it all, and how to find people to do all this
work?

Foster brought up the need to establish a Downtown Development Authority. Forth said that
elected officials need to be forward thinking. It needs to be established before development
begins so the increase in revenue can be captured. Forth said the Village Council can use the
Master Plan as support to show what the public actually wants for the future of the village,
based on public feedback received during the Plan’s preparation.

The next step with the Master Plan draft is to send it to the Village Council with a
recommendation to distribute it for public comment.

Motion by Storms, seconded by Foster, that the Planning Commission recommends to the
Village Council to authorize distribution of the Village’s 2025 Master Plan draft, pursuant to the
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Michigan Planning Enabling Act, for public review for the required period of 63 days. All in favor,
motion carried.

Motion to adjourn by Storms, seconded by Foster. All in favor, motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

Christopher Forth, Chair
Village of Onekama Planning Commission



