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ONEKAMA VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY  

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 

 June 16, 2016 
 

________ 

 

 

At 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 16, 2016, Chairperson Jon Phillips opened the Onekama 

Village and Township Community Parks and Recreation Committee regular monthly 

meeting in the Onekama Township Hall.  Agendas had been distributed.  Other 

Committee members present were Vice Chairperson Mary Lou Millard, Secretary-

Treasurer Tom Gerhardt, Leann Burger, Roger Burger, Ken Franklin, and Mary Reed.  Al 

Taylor of the Explore the Shores Subcommittee was also present.  Cecelia Huebner was 

at the meeting to talk about cleaning up Onekama’s sidewalks.   

 

Approval of the Minutes of May 19, 2016—Millard moved that the minutes of 

the May 19, 2016, meeting be approved.  Taylor seconded the motion; the motion 

carried. 

 

Additions to the Agenda—There were none.   

 

Public Comment—There was none.   

 

Cleaning Onekama’s Sidewalks—Huebner said that donation checks for 

cleaning Onekama’s sidewalks should be made out to the Village, and the notation for 

what they are to be used would be “cleaning sidewalks.”  Cash donations also can be 

turned over to the Village clerk or treasurer.  A date is needed for the sidewalk 

cleaning! 

 

Taylor said that the plea could be made on Facebook for the sidewalk cleaning.  

Huebner’s telephone number could be given--(231) 889-3691.  Reed and Jeneanne 

Fitzgerald from Watershed could be mentioned.  Fitzgerald is in charge of shoreline 

cleanup for that group.   On web site, a date(s) will have to be set, and then see who 

will show up.  Possible dates in July are July 10, 11, 14, 17, 18, and 24.  Taylor said that he 

would talk with the Yellow Dog Café owner about supplying coffee.   

 

Huebner’s goal is to get the Village sidewalks along M-22 cleaned by Onekama Days, 

August 5-7, 2016.   

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report—Secretary-Treasurer Gerhardt said that there had 

been no further reports of expenditures for the Onekama Township General Fund 
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Budget for April 1, 2016, through March 31, 2017. The June 16, 2016, Parks minutes might 

be later than usual due to his involvement with other activities.   

 

Roger Burger, Onekama Village president, said that the Village had spent $5,265.19 (29 

percent) of its Parks budget since the budget began on March 1, 2016.   

 

Tree Subcommittee—Phillips said that there were thirty-plus people present when 

Arbor Day was celebrated in the Onekama Village Park on Saturday, May 7, 2016.  The 

potted trees in the Village Park planted during the celebration have been moved to 

North Point Park and planted there.  

 

Fortieth Anniversary Celebration of the Michigan Natural Resources 

Trust Fund—The Trustees and staff of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund on 

June 14, 2016, celebrated the fortieth anniversary of the Fund by planting the State tree, 

a white pine, at one of 2,123 recreational projects made possible by the Fund, a 

universally accessible pavilion at the City of Manistee’s First Street Beach.   

 

Taylor reported that he had received feedback during the MNRTF celebration on the site 

that Onekama Township has chosen for the kayak launch at the M-DNR Launch Site, 

and the Langland Park project that Onekama Township currently has underway and is 

being funded by the Trust.  He took the regional site administrator, Tamara Jorkasky, 

Region 2 Grants Coordinator, Grants Management Section, Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources, to see the proposed site for the kayak launch.  The MNRTF Trustees 

and staff on visiting the Langland Park project questioned how the site is going to be 

maintained.   

 

Phillips at this point asked for how many years does the Critical Dune Area Permit 

allowing the 4 feet of sand to be removed around the Gazebo complex remain in effect 

after being purchased.  [Gerhardt researched this later and found the time being for five 

years, the sand removal being once for each year.]  Taylor also felt that the MNRTF 

Trustees and staff should be taken to the Eagles View Wetlands—A Community Preserve 

about a boardwalk eventually being placed there and the funding of it.    I 

 

Park Watchers—For North Point Park, Phillips said that the split-rail fence around the 

parking lot is deteriorating and must be replaced.  Leann Burger reported for Glen Park 

that the marsh marigold and water cress are becoming prolific in Glen Creek.    

 

Feldhak Park Landscaping Plan—As reported at the May 19, 2016, meeting—

Ken Franklin had talked to Bob Baker, the late Harry Feldhak’s son-in-law, about the 

tentative landscaping plan for Feldhak Park, which would include a garden in the 

shape of Portage Lake, with annuals and native plants being used, many of which are 

found in rain gardens.  Because of the deed restriction on Feldhak Park, permission to 

do this would have to come from members of the Feldhak family; and Baker did not 

give this permission.   
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Clerk Helen Mathieu then suggested that Franklin contact Baker’s daughter, Nancy, 

and her brothers.  This was done by Franklin, who talked to Nancy; she is in favor of the 

project and is asking other family members about it.  Nancy has to contact one family 

member who is out of the Country.  Mathieu was in the Township Hall at the moment 

and was thanked; but she told the group present that she really credits the volunteer 

efforts of those who work with the Township on its projects for its success with them.  

Taylor suggested also contacting the Blue Slipper for its help with the Feldhak Park 

project.  

 

A color picture of what the garden could look like in the Park was then passed around.  

The family wants a garden with low-profile plants, no bushes.  There would be stones to 

outline the bed.  A diagram for the bed with information was passed around also.  It is 

attached to these minutes   

 

Explore the Shores Projects—Taylor reported that the Langland Park north 

entrance to the beach is closed while work is being done there at the present time for 

the Langland Park project.  The north side of the parking lot also is closed for work on 

the restroom.  For the sloping boardwalk to the beach, a landing is being inserted every 

30 feet.  This work must be completed before the July-August furlough for construction 

at Langland Park. 

 

For the work on the gazebo complex at Langland Park, the retaining walls will be 

removed along the entrance walk when sand is removed; and there will be an access 

to the beach that will keep the users away from the south boundary of Langland Park.   

This work will be done in the autumn.   

 

Taylor went on to discuss the 30-year lease being negotiated between the Township 

and the M-DNR for the Launch Site.  An “out-option” is still being discussed.  

 

Portage Lake Watershed Forever—Reed reported that volunteers Tammy 

Messner and Ted Lawrence are participating in the research project being conducted 

by Oakland University to find data about Portage Lake.    The Watershed also is working 

on swimmer’s itch.   

 

The Portage Lake Watershed Forever Ninth Annual Fundraiser is Saturday evening, July 

23, 2016, 5-7 p.m., at the home of Ted and Pam Arens, 2110 Crescent Beach Road, on 

the south side of Portage Lake.  It is $60 a person, and features friends, beverages, and 

hors d’oeuvres.  RSVP by July 15, 2016, to Mary Reed at (231) 889-3781.    

 

Boat cleaning is to take place on Saturday, August 6, 2016, during Onekama Days, 1-3 

p.m., at the M-DNR Launch Site.  Kayla Knoll is doing Clean Boats Clean Waters on 

Saturday, July 2, in the Onekama Village Park.  Roger Burger said that the Village has 

not been contacted yet to schedule this event that he knew of.   

 

Onekama Consolidated Schools—Leann Burger reported for the Onekama 

Consolidated Schools.  There are four Board seats open at this time for which nobody 

has yet filed that she knew of.  She said that basketball and volleyball camps are in 
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progress.  There is pickleball at the basketball courts.  Eric Ross does speed training 

programs for Monday, Wednesday, and Friday morning groups—6:30 a.m.  There is kick 

boxing and weight training.  The rug hookers are coming!   

 

Village of Onekama—Roger Burger reported that the Onekama Lions are looking 

to freshening up the pavilion in the Onekama Village Park.    

 

Portage Lake Association—Taylor reported about the Portage Lake Association 

web site.  To make the web site interactive for parks and recreation, the cost was $200.  

For easier access, the map for parks and recreation should be put on a tab.   Leann 

Burger asked if the use of the site can be reported?  Taylor said it could be.         

The Shoreline five-page section for Onekama cost the PLA $2,300.  The ads paid by the 

businesses were $500-$1,000 each. 

 

Taylor talked about the need for volunteers, and donations of services.  The soil for the 

petunias needs remediation.  Petunia prep personnel are needed.   People are needed 

for placing and removing banners, and to supervise the hanging and taking down of 

the Christmas decorations.    

 

Onekama Days Activities—Onekama Days is August 5-7, 2016 .   The Committee 

discussed some of its activities for the event.   Ken Franklin will turn information on the 

wiffleball tournament over to Taylor for publicity.  Burger said that the pickleball 

tournament will take place.   “Sharks in the Parks” and Parks Appreciation Day for 

August 6 have been organized.    

 

Next Meeting and Adjournment—The Parks and Recreation Committee 

meeting for June 16, 2016, adjourned at 9:17 a.m.  The next regular meeting is on 

Thursday, July 21, 2016, at 8:00 a.m. in the Onekama Township Hall.   
 

Respectfully submitted,    

                                                                       

  

 

                                                                                    Tom H. Gerhardt, Secretary-Treasurer      


