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Fall 2014 Presidentʼs Letter
It is that time of year when the nights get cooler, the winds blow harder and the days get shorter. Our summer guests have 
mostly left the area and the snowbirds are making plans for their winter journeys.  Apples, pumpkins, gourds and squashes 
are being harvested and you will find them at roadside stands in the area.  The trees are starting to show color and it 
promises to be a spectacular autumn color display.  The Scarecrows of Onekama are starting to populate Main Street. 

The summer of 2014 was a good one for Onekama.  Two new businesses opened and several added services.  The 
community supported our local businesses with all of them reporting increased traffic and sales.  The Portage Point Inn staff 
continued to formulate their master plan to make the Inn a destination location.  In 2014, the PPI had cottage and condo 
rentals, limited marina service (docks), and they hosted some local catered events on their premises. Numerous site 
maintenance and improvement projects are underway.  

The PLA enjoyed community support for our petunia program, annual fundraiser, Monday Night Concerts in the Park, 2nd 
annual Craft Beer Tasting & 3rd Annual Pig Out for Scholarships.  The PLA has joined the Onekama Lions and other 
community groups to revitalize Onekama Days, bringing the latter two attractions to that event.
While summer is our busy season, we still have events and activities for the remainder of the year:
Petunia rollup Sept. 24, Fall Festival on Oct 11th,   and Christmas in Onekama on Nov 22nd which includes:
Celebration of Lights, Onekama Originals tree auction, Chili Cookoff, and Arts, Crafts &  Baked goods sale.  PLA is also the 
source of funding for the Villageʼs Holiday Lights display on Main Street. Quite a few PLA members will start their volunteer 
work at the Onekama Consolidated School this fall.
Plans are also being discussed for the return of Winterfest, which will be in mid-February if we get enough interest.  The 
Concert Committee has almost completed their search for the 2015 lineup, and the fund raising committee is starting to 
plan for the June 27th, 2015 Fundraiser event.

We increased our efforts at community and regional promotion through our 1,-Onekama, Michigan and Portage Lake 
Association Face Book pages and have received many compliments on our efforts.  As a result of overwhelming 
contributions by Onekama area photographers to our local Face Book pages, a book showing what people love about the 
area was produced and is available for purchase.  To view the book, use this link: http://www.onekama.info/wp-content/
uploads/2014/07/Onekama-Coffee-Table-Book-72514-copy.pdf .  You can get a copy at MacBeth and Company and will 
soon be able to order on line using the www.onekema.info web site.  The book would make a great Christmas present!

Donʼt forget to check out what is happening in the region by going to www.onekama.info and 
selecting the fishing reports, local events or regional events tabs.  The fishing reports come from 
the Michigan DNR, the Manistee County Sports Fishing Association and Osbornʼs Sports Shop.  
The Regional Events tab  will take you from Ludington to Cadillac and up to Traverse City and 
most places in between. 

All of our activities and events take volunteers to make them successful.  We have roles for folks 
that only have a couple of hours to spare and roles that involve coordinating our big events.  
Please consider giving some of your time to the community.  If you are interested in a volunteer 
role, please let me know by email at windsongmi@aol.com. As a volunteer, you can become a 
part of making the Onekama area a great place to live, play and stay.  

 A new slate of officers and Board of Directors will be mailed to the 
PLA membership  in mid-October.  These volunteers lead the Portage 
Lake Association in raising funds and deciding where to invest in the 
community.  If you are a member of the PLA, please show your support 
by voting when you receive your ballot in the mail. 

                    Have a great autumn and enjoy all this region has to offer.  
FALL FESTIVAL

Oct. 11th

SEE DETAILS 
INSIDE

http://www.onekema.info
http://www.onekema.info
mailto:windsongmi@aol.com
mailto:windsongmi@aol.com
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BUSY SPRING AND SUMMER FOR PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
 An Arbor Day Celebration was held on April 25 at the North Point Park Shelter. Featured speaker was Katie Grzesiak, 
Invasive Species Specialist, Northwest Michigan Invasive Species Network, Grand Traverse Conservation District. Tom 
Gerhardt gave a presentation on the history of parks in Onekama Village and Onekama Township. There was a Portage 
Lake Watershed Forever presentation, free trees, park tours and refreshments.
The Parks Appreciation Days was held once again at North Point Park during Onekama Days (August 2). A large turnout 
enjoyed refreshments supplied by Jim Mrozinski and his Onekama Marina crew, plus ice cream treats were offered at the 
Pierhead Light. Pickle Ball and Wiffle Ball were introduced this year during Onekama Days.  Both drew a positive response 
and plans are to continue to further encourage participation and enjoyment of these activities.
The township board gave approval for installation of an irrigation well at North Point Park, not to exceed $9,000. 
The group  is awaiting news on the results of a re-application of the grant for Langland Park. The grants are generally 
announced in early December. Fire rings were donated to Langland Park by Wendell and Shirley Brooks.  A big thank you to 
the Brooks!
The Pierhead Light is installed and will make its official “debut” on July 5, 2015 at 10 p.m. with the dedication ceremony and 
the lighting of the Pierhead light. A commemorative plaque will be installed on an existing stone at the site, describing the 
history of the light. Numerous donations have been received for the light, plaque and electrical work.
The committee would like to place the unused docks from Community Dock across the wetland area in Glen Springs Park.
The Parks & Recreation Committee will work on future projects during the winter months in order to be ready to implement 
them in the Spring. The group  meets on the third Thursday of the month at 8 a.m. in the Township  Hall. It welcomes any and 
all those who have a desire to keep the parks at their very best potential. Come join us! 

FALL FESTIVAL 
The Onekama Fall Festival will take place on Saturday, October 11th  from 10am until 4pm in 
the Onekama Village Park overlooking Portage Lake. Through the generous donation by our 
local residents and businesses at the Portage Lake Associations annual fundraiser, the 
association is able to give back to the community in events such as this. 
Featured will be many area crafters and artists with their items for sale. Food vendors, 
including the Onekama Lions Club food wagon, will be offering your favorite festival goodies. 
Activities for children include: the inflatable jumping castle, face painting, Mr. Balloon Man, 
the kids cow car train ride, horseback rides, and wagon rides… all of which are FREE. 
Walk and shop along Onekama Village Main Street and enjoy the beautiful fall colors. You may 
also vote for your favorite scarecrow, decorated by area residents, by placing canned and 
nonperishable food items for the local food bank at the designated space.
If there is foul weather, the festival will be moved the Onekama School. For more information 
about the festival or vendor booth space, call Jeff at 889-5680.

FREE

Join the Portage Lake Association and Become a Part of Something Special

Portage Lake Association   APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summer Address _________________________________________________________________________________________

Summer Phone __________________________________________________________________________________________

Winter Address __________________________________________________________________________________________

Winter Phone ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

I am a New Member______        I am a Renewing Member_______

Make checks payable to: Portage Lake Association • $30 for one year family membership
Mail Payments to: Portage Lake Association, P.O. Box 493, Onekama, MI 49675



Heating & Cooling $364,000

     Replace 15 unit ventilators from 1997

     Improved Boiler Unit for Off-Peak Times

     Digital control for 1950, 1961 & 1997 Additions 
 to provide standardized system.

Roofs $663,000

     1997 Addition - Replace

     2005 Roof on 1960 Addition - Replace leaking 
 roof and underdecking
 
Safety & Security $81,000

Controlled Entry System for entire school ~   
 New K-12 Entrance Doors w/Keycards
     New Administration Doors w/Keycards
 Replace all old Additions Doors

     Security Cameras at Entrances

     Security Cameras at Parking Lot & Football Field
 
Buses $180,000

 2 - New 75 Passenger buses with 
 Security Cameras 

Other Costs $402,000

 Construction Management $99,000

 Architectural Management $106,000

 Contingency (required by law) $197,000
 
Total $1,690,000

Technology $420,000

 Tablet Devices (K-5)

 Laptop Computers (6-12)

 Lab Computers 

 Teacher Aid Computers

 Phone System (W 50 Phones) - Update from 
 Analog to Digital to enhance interconnectivity 
 and security to all classrooms.   

 Interactive Projectors (K-12)

Infrastructure $78,000

 Wireless Access Points

 Network Equipment

 Cabling

 Wireless Community Hotspots

Other Costs $112,000

 Contingency (required by law)

Total $610,000

PROPOSAL I

 taxable valuation

 
 value of $50,000

For additional info, visit www.onekama.k.12.mi.us 
or contact Superintendent Kevin Hughes 

  or by e-mail  
at khughes@manistee.org  

II. BONDING PROPOSAL

Shall Onekama Consolidated Schools, borrow the 
sum of not to exceed Six Hundred Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($610,000) and issue its general obligation 
unlimited tax bonds therefor, for the purpose of 
remodeling, equipping and re-equipping the school 
building; and acquiring, installing and equipping the 
school building for instructional technology?

The following is for informational purposes only:

The estimated millage that will be levied for the 
proposed bonds in 2015 is .27 mill ($0.27 on each 
$1,000 of taxable valuation).  The maximum number 
of years the bonds may be outstanding, exclusive 
of any refunding, is seven (7) years.  The estimated 
simple average annual millage anticipated to be 
required to retire this bond debt is .42 mill ($0.42 on 
each $1,000 of taxable valuation).

The school district does not expect to borrow from 
the State to pay debt service on the bonds.  The 
total amount of qualified bonds currently outstanding 
is $1,560,000.  The total amount of qualified loans 
currently outstanding is $0.00.  The estimated 
computed millage rate may change based on 
changes in certain circumstances.

 (Pursuant to State law, expenditure of bond 
proceeds must be audited, and the proceeds 
cannot be used for repair or maintenance costs, 
teacher, administrator or employee salaries, or other 
operating expenses.)

I.  BONDING PROPOSAL

Shall Onekama Consolidated Schools, borrow the 
sum of not to exceed One Million Six Hundred Ninety 
Thousand Dollars ($1,690,000) and issue its general 
obligation unlimited tax bonds therefor, for the 
purpose of remodeling, equipping and re-equipping 
the school building, in part for security purposes; 
and purchasing school buses?

The following is for informational purposes only:

The estimated millage that will be levied for the 

$1,000 of taxable valuation).  The maximum number 
of years the bonds may be outstanding, exclusive of 
any refunding, is fifteen (15) years.  The estimated 
simple average annual millage anticipated to be 
required to retire this bond debt is .54 mill ($0.54 on 
each $1,000 of taxable valuation).

The school district does not expect to borrow from 
the State to pay debt service on the bonds.  The 
total amount of qualified bonds currently outstanding 
is $1,560,000.  The total amount of qualified loans 
currently outstanding is $0.00.  The estimated 
computed millage rate may change based on 
changes in certain circumstances.

 (Pursuant to State law, expenditure of bond 
proceeds must be audited, and the proceeds 
cannot be used for repair or maintenance costs, 
teacher, administrator or employee salaries, or other 
operating expenses.)
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The PLA is 
providing this 

information as 
a community 

service.  
As a matter of 

policy, the 
PLA does not 

endorse, 
support or 

oppose
 ballot issues in 
the community.  
We only provide 
a mechanism for 
communication 
so voters can 

make informed 
decisions.

VOTE 
NOVEMBER 4th
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Fall News from The Village of Onekama
Are you ready  for Fall?  It seems as though summer came and went within 4 weeks! Fall is here- so it 
is time to remember that school is back in session and that means more traffic on the streets around 
our school.  Remember- STOP signs are not  a suggestion!  Please come to a full stop and look 
both ways before entering the intersection.  Cyclists- stop signs apply to you as well!

Even though the weather was not summer like -it  was a busy  time for the village.  Mill Street was 
resurfaced and problems with the storm water system in that area were addressed as well.

The Village Park beach, a project that has been in process for more than two years, finally  got a new look after 
weather related delays and was ready for your enjoyment in August.  The major goal of the Explore the Shores 
project was to make access to Michiganʼs waters available for everyone…able bodied as well as those with 
mobility  problems.  This project increases access to Portage Lake from the park via the Peron stairs and mobi 
mats for all individuals. Thanks to all who contributed to this project including: Oleson Foundation, Alliance for 
Economic Success, Portage Lake Association, Portage Lake Watershed Forever, Onekama Township, as well as 
the contractor and village officials.

Following a public hearing, revisions to the Village Zoning Ordinances, a major project over the past two plus 
years, was approved by the Village Council in August.
Initially  the process started with an ad hoc committee forwarding their suggestions and ideas to the Planning 
Commission for consideration.  Those suggestions (along with other items the commission found required 
updating, some due to changes in the State Statute, or new items to be included) were forwarded to the Village 
Council for their approval.  ʻThank youʼ to all who contributed their time and talents during this process.

Onekama has a large watershed which includes land away 
from the lake and it is very  important to our community.  A 
short definition of a watershed is: land area where ground 
water from runoff enters the lake via creeks and streams.  
Runoff includes sediment and pollutants from septic 
systems, lawn management, and rain washing off pavement, 
driveways and gutters.  Basically any water or other liquid 
that seeps into the ground will find its way to the lake.  
This summer the Watershed Forever held 6 information 
sessions addressing “Keeping Portage Lake and its 
Watershed Healthy”.  These covered: safe yard/lawn care; 
invasive species and fishing; how do we keep the lake from 
dying; water works- where does Portage Lake water come 
from?; What about Wetlands?; and …not a drop to drink (is 
your drinking water safe?).  We hope there will be new 
informational sessions next year as we all need to know 
how to keep our lake safe and healthy  because it impacts 
our health too!

Recycling appropriately  is essential!!  The recycling 
containers at the Township Hall are heavily 
used especially  during the summer months.  
There is also a trailer for recycling cardboard 
and paper that the school band uses to raise 
funds for their program.  These items are 
NOT recycling appropriate:  Styrofoam, 
furniture, broken windows, foam rubber, TVs or electronics, 
farm equipment, etc.  Please read the signs on the 
containers and only recycle what  is listed.  Letʼs 
recycle responsibly!

PORTAGE LAKE ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION

October 2014
The Portage Lake Association Board of Directors 
election will be held in October 2014.  Ballots will be 
mailed to PLA members and are to be returned by 
November 15, 2014.

President:  Allen Taylor   (1year)
Vice-President:  Diane Bess  (1year)

Secretary:  Faye Backie  (1year)
Treasurer - Evie McNeil (1 year)

Past-President:  Margaret Punches   (1year)

Board of Directors:
Paul Mueller   (1year)

Bruce Peabody   (1year)
Nikki Torrey   (1year)

Cynthia Kadzban   (1year)
Pat Pomaranski   (1year)
Susan Barnard   (1year)

Continuing  Elected Terms Members:
Jean Capper
Frank English
Sheila Heiser

Barb Wolverton
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ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP NEWS
5435 Main Street  •  Ph. 889-3308

Onekama Township Hall has a new look at the front entrance.
Landscaping, trees, plants and a new informational sign are in place, completed with the assistance of 
memorial donations for the project. The parking lot was also resealed recently.
The township  board has hired Clinton Osborn for the Captainʼs position in the Fire and Rescue Department. 
Unless out on call, he is in the fire department from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. five days a week.
The Portage Point Inn is undergoing changes under the new  ownership  of Bob Gezon. Current plans include 
digging two wells and replacing the roof on the hotel. Infrastructure issues need to be resolved, and according 
to the owner, he would like to sell, lease or partner the Inn with someone to run it.
Trash Day was held June 21 and was successful.
The Revenue Sharing board gave the Fire Department a $3,945 grant to update the JAWS truck. The 
department has submitted grant requests for two chain saws and two float dock strainers.
Bobʼs Roofing of Manistee has completed installation of a new roof on the fire department building and the 
township hall.
Road work is planned for Lake Isle, Seymour Road, Lake Park Drive, Lakeside Avenue, 
Clark Road, Ardmore, Arborvitae, Ferndale, Juniper Way, Beachward, Norwood, Ridge 
Avenue, Happy Hollow, Pine Run Drive and Park Place.  

Onekama School Giving Tree
By Alyssan Clarke

Onekama Schools designed a program eleven years ago called the Giving Tree. The Tree provides families in 
the Onekama School district with gifts and items they  need during the holiday  season and assists student 
families in grades K-12.  The program collects items in the months of November and December. 

The school, with the help of staff members, creates a list of families in need.  From that list, tags are created 
for each family  member with the items needed on the tag. For example, a six year old girl needs a pair of small 
snow pants so a tag is created with the childʼs age, gender, and size.  A volunteer comes in and takes a tag 
from the Giving Tree, checks in with the office, and then purchases the item listed. The volunteer then wraps 

the item and turns it back into the office with the tag. 
The office makes sure that the gifts get to the families. 
This program is one big game of Secret Santa Claus. 

The school has been able to help a total of 50 families 
in eleven years with help  from the Congregational 
Church, Lions Club, House of Flavors, school staff and 
the Portage Lake Association, as well as local 
residents. Also a big thanks needs to go to Mrs. Milarch 
for letting me interview and gather this information. Mrs. 
Milarch is in charge of the program and organizes the 
Giving Tree. The school thanks those who participate 
and for your generosity during this season. 

How can you get a tag? The Student Services Office in the school will set up a Christmas tree and hang the 
tags in November. If you take a tag, the school would like you to bring the gift wrapped to the office with the tag 
attached, so the school can put a name on it and get it to the family. The school also understands that itʼs a 
busy  time of year and not everyone has the opportunity  to go out and purchase a gift.  If this is you, but you 
would still like to give money, contact the Onekama School Student Services Office at 889-5521 and ask for 
Becky Milarch. The High School National Honor Society  and Student Council would be happy  to do the 
shopping for you.
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Technology Time
By Alyssan Clarke

Onekama Schools is taking on a new adventure for the 2014-15 
school year - the school invested in MacBook Airs for the middle 
and high schoolers and the elementary students received iPads. 
Onekamaʼs faculty are very grateful for this opportunity, and they 
are working on making lessons more technologically based.  
Elementary students use their iPads in almost every class. While 
talking to the 4th grade students during their science class, the 
students said that they use their text books to learn the lesson, but 
when they need extra help  they use their iPads. An example they 
gave is to use the online dictionary to find the meaning of words 
that they didnʼt know. During my interview the students were using their iPads to watch a video on how bees pollinate 
other plants by flying flower to flower. Students overall liked having their iPads as another option for learning.
The students are responsible for the welfare of their iPads and responsible for bringing them to class. While the students 
are learning how to care for their iPads, they aren't able to take them home. After the first three weeks, their parents will 
watch a presentation on how their kids are responsible for their technology. The iPads were provided with a protective 
case and it is mandatory to use it. The iPads are not in use all the time in class; the students are still required to learn the 
lesson, pay attention, and participate in class.
In an interview with 5th grade teacher, Mrs. Brown, she talked about the students that come through her class and how 
they used their technology. She enjoys the fact that the students have so much information at their fingertips. She also 
can give the kids who finish early some additional educational work. Mrs. Brown hopes to be able to start a program 
(when the students are able to take their iPads home) that allows the students to learn the next dayʼs lesson the night 
before so they have class time to do extra studying on the topic.
Onekama middle and high school students have received the MacBook Air. Since these students are ready for more 
technology based work, they can say goodbye to text books! All of their books are ebooks which they access online and 
download files from Moodle. The older students will have their parent meeting mid-Sept. so the students will be able to 
take their computers home. The students will be able to access their files even without Internet at home, because they 
will save the documents to their computers while at school. Each will be responsible for their own computer and making 
sure itʼs re-charged nightly
The students are excited about this great learning tool. It not only lets them have all they can learn at their fingertips but 
also it helps with their learning computer technology. The world is becoming more and more technologically based; the 
jobs and career options we have are more about technology then they've ever been before.
Onekama is very grateful for this opportunity to teach and better our school from a technological standpoint. We are 
happy to have this opportunity!

CELEBRATION OF LIGHTS DONATION FORM
The Celebration of Lights is a fund-raising project sponsored by the Portage Lake Association.  We invite you to 
participate by purchasing a light to be placed on the beautiful spruce tree near Farr Center in Onekama.  The lights will 
represent tributes to your family members and friends, or will honor the memory of your loved ones.
The lights will be on every evening for 6 weeks during the holiday season.  Your contribution of $5 or more per name will 
provide a light for our tree.  A card to acknowledge your gift will be sent to the person you specify when your contribution 
is received.
The members of the PLA hope that the Celebration of Lights will be enjoyed by all the residents and guests of the 
Onekama area.  We thank you for your generous support.

    Your Name _________________________________________________________________________________
    Phone number if we have questions _____________________________________________________________
    Enclosed is my gift of  $_________________________________($5 minimum per name)
    In memory of________________________________________________________________________________
    In honor of __________________________________________________________________________________
    Please send acknowledgement(s) to: _____________________________________________________________
    ___________________________________________________________________________________________
    ___________________________________________________________________________________________
    From:______________________________________________________________________________________

Please print & fill out this form & make your check out to :  Portage Lake Association 
Send to:  PO Box 493, Onekama, MI 49675
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 Invasive Species Committee Report
The control of eurasian watermilfoil (ewm) continues to be our biggest challenge.  We project 
that we are in a maintenance state and will need to continue to treat approximately the same 
amount each year that we have treated for the last 3 years.  New methods of treatment and 
products are carefully  evaluated each year with our lake manager to maintain best practices.  
This year 127 acres were treated and the lake was surveyed several times to determine the 
success of these treatments.  Even though the ewm was slow to start this summer, we found 

new areas of growth in late August and the final treatment for the year was completed on September 8th. 
Our phragmites are under control and will only  require spot treatments and monitoring again this year.  This will 
be done between September 12 and the middle of October (before the first frost).  The crew from Wildlife and 
Wetlands will again walk the entire shoreline of the lake and spot treat. 
We are also concerned about the amount of Japanese knotweed and purple loosestrife that is now growing 
along our shoreline. We will be treating these as we treat the phragmites.  If the 2014 fall treatment of purple 
loosestrife is unsuccessful, we will consider using beetles to treat next year.  We are seeing a large increase in 
Japanese knotweed throughout Manistee County.  This can be even more difficult to eradicate than phragmites. 
It has a beautiful white flower in the late summer (which some find decorative as we used to find phragmites).
 For the last 6 years we have been working with the Onekama Township and the community  to educate, survey 
and treat both aquatic and terrestrial invasives while preserving the water quality, native plants and fisheries of 
Portage Lake.  Information about the activities and work of the Invasive Species Committee and Lake Manager 
can be found in the annual Lake Management Reports and the monthly  reports to the Township  Board.  These 
reports are posted on the watershed link  on the Onekama.info website. Surveys and maps are also available at 
the township office.   With the new 5 year special assessment that was approved in May 2014, we are able to 
continue our ongoing treatment program and water monitoring of our lake until 2019.   
If you have questions, please feel free to contact any  of the members of the Invasive Species Committee; Dan 
Behring, Herb Lenon, Jim Simons, Chuck Reed, Mary  Reed, Chairperson.  (This committee serves as a 
committee of both the Portage Lake Watershed Forever and the Onekama Township Board.)

I Hit a Deer!! Now What??
Unless you or someone nearby  is injured, 
DO NOT call 911.
Instead keep this number in your vehicle-

231-723-6241 

This  is  central dispatch at the Sheriffʼs office- they  will talk 
you through the process.
The number is answered 24/7 and they  will notify 
whatever law enforcement personnel is nearest the scene 
of your incident. 

If you have only  stunned the deer and it has run off, you 
still call dispatch if you have damage to your vehicle and 
plan to file a claim with your insurance company  for 
repairs.

If the deer is dead, you can request a ʻcar killʼ permit to 
take the deer for processing.  If you come upon a fresh kill, 
you may  also call the same number to acquire a ʻcar killʼ 
permit. 

The Road Commission used to be the agency  to call for 
removal of dead animals in our roads or front yards.  
However, due to budget cuts, they  are now just left for 
ʻnature to take care of themʼ. 

PETUNIA PARADE
SUMMER 2014

Maybe the summer wasnʼt so great, but the 
Onekama Petunias were…many  thanks to the 
hard work of eighty-two volunteers. These 
volunteers spent many  hours roto-tilling the soil, 
planting, and weeding the plots to beautify  our 
community. Many  compliments came from out of 
town visitors as well as from our own community.
I know  it sounds like a lot of work, which it is, but 
it is more fun than work. We all got to know our 
neighbors better and even had the pleasure of 
meeting new people with the same interest. 
We are already  getting ready  for next spring as 
was evident in our planning meeting last week. 
Please support the petunia parade anyway  that 
you can.. and if you are interested in joining this 
outstanding group of volunteers, call either 
Marilyn Acker at 889-4759 or Jon Phillips at 
889-4516.
 It is great fun and very rewarding.
And as always THANK YOU for your support!!
Submitted by: Jon Phillips
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Christmas in Onekama- Saturday, November 22  
at Onekama Consolidated School – Old Gym and Cafetorium

This annual event on the Saturday before Thanksgiving is becoming a day not to be missed!!  
Starting with the craft and bake sales at 10 am and ending with the Lighting of the Tree in the Farr 
Center park at 6 pm, it is our big start to the holiday season.
  ***The Arts and Crafts  sale runs from 10-3.  Artists and crafters are still welcome to contact 
Jewelee Franklin 889-4048 to arrange for space to sell your items that day.  Call soon!!
  ***The Boy  Scouts  Chili Cookoff features original chili recipes by  businesses and residents from 
11-2 (but come early  as this can sell out by  12:30!). Contact Jeff Sternberger (phone:  889-5680 
or email jsternberger@chartermi.net) if you want to enter your chili in the event! 
  ***The 3rd Onekama Originals- small live  spruce trees decorated by  local artists- will be silent 
auctioned from 11-2.  Winners of the chili cookoff and trees will be announced between 2:15 and 
2:30 pm.  
***The National Honor Society  will hold their second Ugly  Sweater Contest in the cafetorium 
starting at noon.  High school senior, Tucker Laws, will sing and play  guitar before and after the 
contest for your listening enjoyment.
  ***A new  event, a dinner, will be held at the M-22 Grill from 3-5:30pm to offer a warm meal 
before the Celebration of Lights at 6pm.  Meal tickets will be necessary, so place your order today 

to avoid missing out.  Owner John Blackman plans two dinner choices: meat loaf or pork tenderloin & sauerkraut with 
vegetable sides and drinks included.  Dinner prices are $12 adults  and $8 children (ages 12 and under).  Tip  is not 
included.  Pick up your pre-ordered dinner tickets at the event on Sat. from 10-3 at the PLA table in the old gym.
  ***After the reading of the names at the Tree/Celebration of Lights, there will be caroling and dessert at the Farr 
Center.  Come enjoy a full day of events, food and shopping!

Ticket Order Form for Dinner at M-22 Grill (order before 11-15)

        Name:___________________________________________________________________________

        Phone:___________________________________________________________________________

   Enclosed is payment (cash or check only) for:  
                      
        #______________ Adult tickets @ $12 each   =   $_________________    Meat Loaf____ Pork____

        #_____________  Child tickets     @  $8 each   =  $________________     Meat Loaf  ___ Pork____

   Mail order to:! ! ! !       Total    $_________________
"        PLA Christmas Dinner
                           PO Box  493
                 Onekama, MI 49675-0493

mailto:jsternberger@chartermi.net
mailto:jsternberger@chartermi.net

